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God save the Queen 
The fascist regime 


It made you a moron 


Potential H bomb 
God save the Queen 


She ain't no human being 


There is no future 


And England s screaming... 
No future, no future 


No future for you 





The Sex Pistols revolutionised popular music in the mid seventies with their 
blaring statement of ‘no future’. Musical styles change but the sense of desperation 


remains. 


The generation born since World War Two has always lived with the threat of 
complete annihilation; with the prospect that someday World War Three, the 


nuclear war will break out and we'll all be dead or mutants. 


The realisation allows for two extreme developments. There is the complete 
disregard of punks with their nihilism, or the hedonism of blitz kids. But also the 
determination of the peace movement and hippies to work towards a better world. 
no matter how bad the odds. 

In this issue we look at some aspects of the ‘no future’ generation. 


SSS > : 


REET Leen a productive journalist. 


SEXIST ADS 

Where is your Feminist 
Consciousness!t} 

The inclusion of sexist ad- 
vertising such as Pampers, Cur- 
vette atc... is only supportive 
of the capitalist tradition of 
“objectifying’ women: a e- 
plorable decision of your be- 
half, considering that women 
have only recently occupied 
positions where they can take 
an active stance of such issues, 

—OFFENDED 

(We agree, unfortunately 
the ads had been accepted 
and laid out before being 
sighted by either of us, 
—Eds.) 


ACUPUNCTURE UPDATE 

Your article on Altern- 
ative Medicine was quite 
interesting. Ms. Dempsey 
has some good ideas and has 


It must be difficult to res- 


earch articles of this broad a 
topic thoroughly, and so | can 
fully understand the minor 
“slipups” in the article. 

Acupuncture is not (as 
Shelley's definition suggests) 
just used for relief of pain (anal- 
gesia) but is also used to treat 
internal physiological dysfunct- 
ions as well. 

By definition, Acupunctura 
is a western word strictly re- 
ferring to the use of fine needles. 
inserted into acupuncture points 
for healing (from the Latin 
"acus = a needle), Therefore 
the Laser centre would not be 
Strictly practicing acupuncture; 
but none the less would be using 
a modality to stimulate the 
acupuncture point. Laser is a 
very new Western tool and there 
is much controversy, regarding 
its therapeutic efficiency and 
use, within the acupuncture 
profession, This is largely be- 





cause there are two genera! 
categories of Acupuncturists to- 
day — what | refer to as the 
"Traditionalists” and the “Mod- 
ernists”, These groups differ in 
their methods of diagnosis, form- 
ulation of treatment points, and 
modalities chosen for point 
stimulation. Laser, electroacu- 
punctuing, Aquapuncture (in- 
jection of U, + Byo, Ligner- 
caine, Saline, etc into Acu- 
puncture points) embedding 
fine sterile metals, ۲۰۱۱۹. (Trans. 
cutaneous nerve stimulation), 
Faradism, and interterential are 
just some of the methods the 
“modernists” ( many of whom 
are qualified western physicians, 
physics, vets etc . . .) may 
employ. 

Some excellent noninvasive 





methods of healing the body 
by working on the acupune- 
ture points and mendians 
include: Shiatsu (Japanese “Acu- 
puncture); zone therapy; Swed- 
sih massage; Brazilian toe mass- 
age and many mare (as Shelley 
mentioned there are over 0 
therapies of alternative medicine 
most of these deal directly or 
indirectly with Acupuncture 
energy pathways). 

Acupuncture is growing in 
popularity as people become 
aware of its authenticity, and as 
the medical profession continues 
it research into its usage. 

Brisbane is extremely lucky 
in having a variety of natural 
healing clinics ta choose from. 
Perhaps Samper would like to 
do the rounds of the ‘genuine 
massage’ healing clinics of Bris- 
bane and list these in an article, 
including those that offer 
student concessions. 


-ELAINE LARKIND 


0 PLAYS 

QUDS is a blossoming 
student theatre without a 
governing policy for the 
choosing of its plays. 

At present it is wrestling 
with the idea of presenting a 
uniform set of plays which will 
teach “Society” things about 
itself, 

i fear that this is a somewhat 
narrow approsch to the con- 
cept of theatre for it may hold 
the audiences attention if well- 
presented, but. then, as with 


any production may be quite 
boring. 

Also, members within the 
Society may be discouraged by 
the humourless approach to 
theatre and leave with a sigh, 
It's policy should be a balanc- 
ed one, if any, which then 
caters for all tastes within the 
Society and not just those of 
a vocal minority. 

—RICHARD PATE 


ATHEIST BASHING 

Let me direct your atten- 
tion to same misconceptions 
expressed in the recent 
article, ‘Why Non-believers 
should have Public Recog- 
nition’ (July 2%), 

Having read the article, | am 
still uninformed as- ta what the 
title suggests, | cannot see that 
atheists are doing anything of 
particular value either for society 
or themselves. They are doing 
their bast to overwhelm the 
world with materialism, com- 
mercialism, even Communism, 
What more do they want? 


The apparent rejoicing at 
the absence of ‘born-again’ 
atheists ‘banging drums and 
tambourines on a Sunday arvo 
street corner’ evidently did nat 
take into account the undes- 
irable noises and sights by which 
such deism-defiers proclaim 
their presence. Other people are 
instead deluged with 150-decibel 
rock concerts, loud radios and 
Stereos blaring blatancies ali 
through Sundays, and the rest 
of the week, and they must 
suffer. the less-than-attractive 
visual impact of the ‘punk’ 
scene, The avid atheists of this 
world have the opportunity to 
avoid the drum and tambourine- 


bangers (which, incidentally, 
must comprise a very minor 
proportion of Christians, born- 
again or otherwise, else | am 
sure that |, too, would have 
encauntered them on the street 
corners). Others, however, can- 
mot always escape the vile 
synthetic ‘music’ which blasts 
from across the streets in no- 
longer quiet neighbourhoods, 
Nevertheless, soon this curse 
will be ramoved and prolonged 
exposure to such rubbish grad- 
ually overwhelms our aural 
senses, and deatness comes to 
be seen as a blessing. 

Nar can one say that ‘rea: 
son and science are winning 
the hearts and souls of the 
masses’, There does not seem to 
be anything scientific or logical 
about the shallow materialism 
with which non-believers fill 
their days, or drink and drug 
themselves into insensibility. Is 
radicalism and revolution scient- 
ific, or strikes and picketing for 
the most minor of reasons, 
logical? God help the world, 

Is tha writer, too, denying 
the right of schoolchildren to at 
least hear about Christianity? 
The fact that the proportion of 
believers is still greater than that 
of athaists and agnostics suggests 
that Christianity deserves to be 
given a fair chance to spread its 
message to all age-groups. Be- 
sides, ona would hardly think 
that a once-a-weak Bible-thump- 
ing lesson would be enough to 
permeate the dull thickness of 
so many hardened minds, 


“He who sits in the heavens 
laughs; 
the lord has them in 
derision,” 
-JAYNE DOECKE 
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REFEC DEFENDED 

Now that the annual 
Union elections are over | 
would like to comment 
generally on the statements 
made by the Presidential 
candidate for the “Food 
Party” on the quality and 
service of food in the 
Union's refectories. 

Naturally enough, the refec- 
tories receive a great deal 
of irrational criticism during 
elections. On behalf of Union 
Catering Staff ۱ would like to 
stress that staff work very hard 
to give students as good a ser- 
vice as possible throughout the 
year. We believe Union food to 
be reasonably priced and of 
high quality. 

A recent study by Catering 
Management Students at Gatton 
College stated that the Univer- 
sity of Queensland Union has 
superior food in quality, range, 
and price to every other tert- 
iary institution in Queensland. 

We are always only too 
happy to listen to students’ 
suggestions and complaints and 
| batieve it is indicative of our 
food service that we receive 


very few. 

—LAURENCE GORMLEY 
P.S. ۱ would point out that the 
eradication of the cockroaches 
released in the Malley Refectory 
to which Mr, Park referred, cost 
students about $160.00. | hope 
the person responsible felt it 
was students’ money well spent. 


UNION GERRYMANDER 
It is generally accepted 
that we live in a gerrymand- 
ered state. This means that a 
political party can regain 
office in succeeding elect- 
ions through devious rather, 
than democratic means. 


We attend a university where 
there is not openly a gerry- 
mander, but rather there is 8 
manipulation of MEMBERS of a 
constituency: unfairly so as to 
secure disproportionate influ- 
ence at election for some party 
or team. 

Manipulation takes the form 
of endorsement, so as to sway 
opinion, by a public figure 





who has a high standing, a high 
profile and is generally thought 
to have a thorough understan- 
ding of the Student Union and 
its members. 

This figure is the Student 
Union President. 

How many votes would it be 
worth to have the existing 
president endorse a team runn- 
ing for elections? How many 
votes would it ba worth to have 
the existing president smear the 
opposing team? How many 
votes is it worth to have the 
existing president heckle oppo- 
sing team members while they 
are speaking to the public? 
Is less than 200 votes a reason- 
able estimate? | believe it to 
be moderate. 


The margins between those 
elected (all from the president- 
ially endorsed party) into im- 
portant offices and those 
unelected representatives fram 
the opposing team ranged from 
182 to 33 votes. 

Is it then ethical to have 
someone, Union President, who 
is capable of influencing constit- 
uents (especially voters gener- 
ally naive to union politics, i.e. 
first year students) endorse and 
smear respective candidates? 

The answer is decided in the 
University Student Union’s Con- 
stitution, which states under 
Regulation 13, Section 10, 
(electoral campaigns), the foll- 
owing; 

10.30 

(3) No member of the Union 
shall attempt to give the 
impression that the Union or 
any department af the Union 
has endorsed or recommend- 
ed a particular vote in any 
election or referendum, 

| would like to point out 
that the rule is prohibitive in 
ways which it should not be. 
In all fairness, for example, 
it prevents someone like Nigel 
Pennington from making any 
public speach or endorsement 
even though he was running 
for the position of Treasurer 
again. This is clearly wrong. 

However, if a rule is wrong 
in some respects, it does not 


give a member of the Union 
who is bound to it regardless 
of his personal views on it, 
the right ta waive his binding 
by the constitution, 

So endorsements by the exist- 
ing president ARE ILLEGAL, 
according to the constitution. 

The President, Mr Barbagallo, 
believes that he did not break 
the rules of the constitution 
because he gave endorsements 
and spoke about candidates 
in an unofficial manner. Does 
Mr Barbagallo have a cap with 
‘president’ written on it that 
he can put on and take off at 
will? No — he is the President 
of the Student Unian for his 
elected term. 

If he stands up in a public 
place (e.g, the main refectory) 
behind a microphone and addre- 
sses those present, is it not 
logical for a member of the 
crowd to expect to be address- 
ed by the Union President, 
because, after all, that is what 
he is, Mr Barbagallo must think 
this illogical. When asking for 
donors to the recent Blood 
Bank drive did Mr Barbagalla 
take off his presidential cap 
(which he alone must be able to 
see) when he changed the topic 
to endorsements for the upcom- 
ing elections? No. 

This is blatant disrespect for 
the bindings of his office. 


Unfortunately it is too late to 
do anything about the recent 
elections. The constitution has a 
rule about once accepting the 
election results it cannot go 
back on the acceptance. 


It is not too late to make 
sure that this manipulation of 
constituents is stopped, so that 
we don’t get a continuation of 
the same people, or their 
friends, and the same line of 
policy-making, 8۷٥۲۷ year. 

The Union has been elected 
for the forthcoming year. | con- 
gratulate them and hope they 
have a successful year, because, 
after all, it is in my interests 
and the interests of all students 
that they do. | sincerely hope 
that the first thing that they do 
in office is to change the rute 


governing endorsements so that 
ra-running candidates are allow- 
ed to make speeches about 
teams, but not those who use 
their position to sway votes 
in an election in which they 
are not directly involved. 

Whether or not the Presi- 
dent thought he was doing the 
right thing by swaying the 
elections, it was unconstit- 
utional. 

—ANTHONY KYNASTON 


dB REPLIES 

Mr Kynaston, apart from 
making it abundantly clear 
that the team/persons he 
supported, failed at the 
recent Union elections is 
“quite incorrect in many of 
his assumptions and accus- 
ations. 

Together with some ‘smear- 
ing’ of his own and a rather 
dubious analogy between the 
Queensland gerrymander and 
‘manipulation through endorse- 
ment’, almost succeeds in por- 
traying that he alone has risen 
above ‘dirty’ politics and is now 
in a position to ‘advise’ ‘naive’ 
students about what is best for 
them! (or is it all of us). 

Firstly, the margins between 
those elected in the executive 
election ranged from 33 to 682 
votes. Mr Kynaston’s exercise 
in quantifying ‘endorsement 
heckling and smearing’ comes 
unstuck with these official fig- 
ures, as the variation is any- 
thing but uniform. 

Secondly, throughout the 
campaign, | did not ‘smear’ 
any candidate either privately 
or publicly and | challenge Mr 
Kynaston to give one example 
of these alleged occurrences! 
| did, on one occasion, heckle 
a candidate who was speaking 
with an opposing point of view, 


As to whether this wins or 
loses a person votes is a matter 


. for debate, but | am quite 


certain that when a candidate 
lies by implication, or mis- 
represents the efforts of per- 
sons within the Union, then it 
is my duty, as well as my right, 
to ensure students are not 
deceived by such dishonest 
means. 

Thirdly, Me :؛‎ 70 
foray into the Union's constit- 
ution is an interesting one in- 
deed. His statement ‘so en- 
dorsements by the existing 
president (is) are illegal AC- 
00801116 TO CONSTITUT- 
ION’ is particularly enlight- 
ening. | believe it should be read 
as ’so endorsements . . . are 
illegal ACCORDING TO 
ANTHONY KYNASTON's in- 
terpretation’. That Mr. Kynas- 
ton’s interpretation and that of 
the Electoral Officer and legal 
advice differ considerably is 
possibly of no concern to Mr. 
Kynaston, but | would hope 
that all persons concerned are 
prepared to abide by the Elec- 
toral Officer. On no occasion 
did | attempt to give the im- 
pression it was the Union en- 
dorsing any particular candidate. 
For example, this letter is be 
ing written by David Barbagallo, 
NOT the Union. The separation 
is quite distinct. In my opin- 
ion, the emphasis in the reading 
of Regulation 10.30(3) should 
be laced on the word 
“attempt” and in all my ad- 
dresses to students I stressed 
that it was my personal view. 
To carry Mr. Kynaston’s view 
to the logical end would mean 
that no person who held any 
position within the Union would 
be able to express any opinion 
during an election for-fear of 
breaching the electoral regu- 
lations. Clearly, this is Iudi- 
eraus. Rather, | put this quest- 


FOOD on CAMPUS 


Hours of operation o 


food services 


during swatback and exam period 


19 October to 6 November — 
MALLEY REFECTORY: 8.30 am to 4 pm 
BISTRO — 12 to 2 pm, 4 to 10 pm 


BISTRO: 12 to 2 pm end 4 to 10 pm 


CREPERIE: Sem to 6 pm 


Û November to 25 November— 
CREPERIE: 8.30 am to 10 pm 
BISTRO: 12 to 2 pm end 6 to 7,30 pm 


MALLEY REFEC: Closed 


26-November onwards— 
Food services available hetwean 9 and 4 pm 


WEEKEND SERVICES until 25 November 


BISTRO: 10 am to’ 3 pm 





ion to Mr. Kynaston, Do you 
believe that any person should 
be denied the inalienable right 
of freedom of speech because 
of the position they hold with- 
in the Union? 

To conclude, 1 make several 
observations: Firstly, ۱ do not 
believe that ‘first years’ are 
penerally naive to union pol- 
itics and those that are naive 
come from all years and courses, 
Secondly, Mr. Kynaston should 
endeavour to ensure he has the 
facts before he alleges unethical 
conduct. Thirdly, he should not 
confuse morality with legality. 
Fourthly, | believe that | was 
doing the ‘correct thing’ in 
informing students of my opin- 
ion as to the various candid- 
ates and it was constitutional. 

And lastly, it would appear 
that Barry Atkins has duped a 
student into being his ‘sincere’ 
mouthpiece. 


— DAVID BARBAGALLO 


SEMPER ELECTIONS 

With respect to the Union 
elections and the inctusion 
of the positions of Semper 
editors — 

Surely these positions should 
be awarded on journalistic/ edi- 
torial merit by those who are 
associated with the paper and 
there fore qualified to make 
that decision. To hand that 
decision to studants is encour- 
aging irresponsible random cha- 
nges of editors, inhibiting any 
chances the quality of Semper 
has to evolva, 

Any conclusion that the 
average ill-informed voter arr- 
ives at could only be wrong 
when it is based on super- 
ficial policies, coloured hand- 
bills and rivalry where there 
should be co-operation. 

There are more constructive, 
effective ways in which we 
(students) can affect the dir- 
ection in which our paper is 
heading. 

Save us from ourselves and 
allow the editors to be answer- 
able to themselves rather than 
to the ineptitude of the masses. 

—VICKI McLEOD 
ANJA SCHEERES 
STEPHEN SMYKOWSKY 
DEREK THOMAS 
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3 The Power of Water! 


COLON IRRIGATION 


CLEAN COLON — GOOD HEALTH 
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Colon irrigation is a mild and even pleasant treatment which 
at the same time has no equal as an internal cleansing process. 
+ it removes from the system burdens of putrefaction thereby 
assisting and supporting all other forms of natural treatment, 


: We should all become acquainted with our colons, as well ` 
% as every other organ in our bodies, It's a sad fact that the average 
person understands better how their car works and what to do 
to take care of it than they do about their own body. 
Featuring also 
SWEDISH MASSAGE — HOT PACKS 
STEAM BATH 


Aurora Clinic = 
551 Stanley Street = 
Mater Hill. = 


Telephone 441129. 2 


AMPLE FREE PARKING. =: 


IAN ATCHI/ON & CO. seu Qun 


TENTS BAGA RUCK/ACK/ - CLOTHING - ETC. 
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PLUS 


TOURING EQUIPMENT 
AND GENERAL ACCESSORIES 


42 DOUGLAS ST, MILTON. 
PHONE 36 0965 








Will the introduction of the neutron bomb 
mean that nuclear war is a possibility? ANNE 


JONES reports. 


Not long ago, President Ron- 
ald Reagan announced the United 


States’ intention to produce the = 
* conventional atomic bomb, 


neutron bomb. This bought an 
anguished outcry from some 
spheres and applause from others. 
So what is the neutron bomb? 
Just what can it do? And why 
the hysteria? 

To begin with, the U.S. has been 
manufacturing components for the neu- 


decision, one deferred by Carter, is to 
actually assemble the bomb. 


The neutron bomb is a small nuclear 


times the radiation of a conventional 


warhead, But, and this is a big but, ٠ 
it uses a considerably smaller explos- : 
ion. That means very tittle damage :$: 
to buildings and property, but death + 
to all living beings within a one kilo- بن‎ 


metre radius. (See diagram and table) 
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The lethal radiation released by a 
neutron bomb reaches an area twice the 
size of that affected by a comparable 


Little wonder that the neutron bomb 
has been dubbed the ultimate capital- 
ist weapon, 


Rumours abound concerning the 


a origins of the neutron bomb. Some say 


that it was the work of a protege of 


:> Edward (Dr Strangelove) Teller. What- 

‘ „ si ever its history, the neutron bomb 
tron bomb for some time. Reagan's $% has been in the wings for some time. 
oo Although it was only in recent years 
. that the U.S. defence realised that there 


: y ar 2 was a purpose for it. 
device designed to give off up to six + 


Soviet tanks in Europe outnumber 


` the United States’ by four to one. And 


the neutron bomb is specifically intended 
to counter the USSR’s tank superiority. 
Dr Joe Siracusa, an authority on Amer- 
ican Foreign Policy, said that the impor- 
tant aspect of the neutron bomb was 
not that it leaves property and kills 
people, but that it penetrates armour. 

But tell that to the Europeans. To 


them the neutron bomb is horror story 
stuff, 
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The ULTIMATE 
CAPITALIST WEAPON 


The view that the neutron bomb : 


is a ‘usable’ nuclear weapon specific- 


ally for the European theatre has out- 3: 
raged many Europeans, especially : 


the powerful anti-nuclear lobbies, 


The Campaign Against Nuclear Power 
newsletter states, The U.S. decision to 
build the neutron weapons has been 
undertaken’ without any consultation 
with any other country: indeed, the 
U.S. sees it as purely an internal decision. 
But the fact that the weapons have 
been selected for use in NATO countries 
and other areas where the Americans 
feel threatened by large mumbers of 
conventional arms cannot be ignored 
and illustrates their cynical unconcern 
towards other people and their terri- 
tories’. 


in Europe, that kind of reaction “i 
means votes and some governments 
have protested. A report in ‘Nature’ "$ 
points out; ‘It is understandable that ': 


Mr Reagan should resist the notion 


that European governments should hold "° 


some kind of veto over the munitions 


policy of the United States, but it is 2: 


not merely insensitive of him but dang- 


erous . . . to behave as if Europeans’ ‘ 


opinions are irrelevent’. 


The European outcry has been : 
matched by a different sort of out- إ‎ 


cry from other observers of American 
defence policy. This contrary reaction 


is typified by the Australian editorial, ا‎ 
i. 17 August 1981: ‘The Neutron Bomb 


is a Necessary Evil’. The Australian 
leader writer is in agreement with many 
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in as cance 


others by regarding the neutron bomb 


as a sign of the Reagan administration 
showing some ‘real muscle’ in defence. 


The United States delegate at a 
recent Geneva Disarmament Conference, 
Charles Floweree, said; ‘Enhanced radia- 
tion weapons are designed not to make 
nuclear war more thinkable, but to 
make aggression less so’. 


So is the neutron bomb just another 
marble in the United State’s collect- 
ion, a collection which had been, by 
default, growing substantially smaller 
than that of the USSR. 


Dr Joe Siracusa explains the retation- 
ship between the U.S. and USSR in 
terms of a series of signals. Signals to 
show that they mean business, and this 
signal game has been going on since 
the Cold War. He said; ‘The neutron 
bomb is part of a series of signals. 

‘There has been an imbalance of 
signals in the last five years, 

‘What Reagan is trying to do is 
reverse the balance of signals and revive 
the balance of technology. 

‘The West has always counted on the 
balance of technology compensating 
for the lack of troops’, he said, 


Dr Siracusa also said that the deci- 
sion to manufacture the neutron bomb 
is quite different to the decision to 
commit it overseas. He said that he 
doesn't think that the neutron bomb 
is any immediate threat — in fact, he 
is more worried about the possibility 
of chemical warfare. Some consolation. 





Controlling foreign ownership 


Much criticism has been directed 
at the Fraser government regarding 
its policy on foreign investment 
and foreign control of Australian 
industries. This line appears to miss 
the considerable advances, politica] 
and institutional, that the present 
government has made in controlling 
foreign investment. lt seems odd, for 
example, that few critics mention the 
Foreign Takeovers Act, or the Foreign 
Investment Review Board, or the 
‘equity clause’ which requires all new 
companies to have at least 50 per 
cent Australian equity. 


It is important, first, to see the issue of 
foreign investment in its proper historical 
perspective. The most outstanding aspect of 
the issue in political terms is that it trans- 
cends party lines. H.W. Arndt, notes that 
Labor Prime Minister Chifley was quick to 
encourage direct investment from America 
immediately after WWII; McEwan also set 
up the Australian Industry Development 
Corporation, a large statutory body meant 
to give Australian industries an alternative 
source of finance through government 
loans. 
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Foreign ownership is of great concern to many 
Australians today. DEREK PARKER defends 
Foreign Ownership 


the Fraser 
policy. 


In more contemporary times, the Foreign 
Investment Review Board 1980 Report 
shows that $1308 million of overseas money 
flowed into New South Wales (which has a 
Labor government) compared to $1188 
million for Queensland. At the federal 
level, both the ALP’s and the Liberal/Nat- 
ional Parties’ foreign investment policies, 
Stated in 1975, acknowledge the need for 
foreign risk capital, citing the development 
of resources as a major long-term goal, 


Critics of the current government's 
policy sometimes say there is sufficient 
money in Australia for the development of 
resources, and that foreign capital is not 
needed, This is true in only the strictest 
statistical sense. An amount of money may 
exist, but the Great Australian Dream 
dictates that most privately-held capital 
goes into Jand and houses. New business 
ventures, especially in the mining indust- 
ries, require huge amounts of risk capital, 
and it is often some time before the first 
dividend. Arndt notes that ‘Australia has 
been a capital importing country since 
1788’. In that light, it hardly seems logical 
to expect that massive sums of capital will 
spontaneously appear on the domestic 
finance market when they are needed, as 
they are needed now, 


The most vitriolic attacks have been lev- 
elled at the Fraser government’s current 
policy, though that policy is more defin- 
ite in its objectives and more coherently 
administered than any that has gone before. 
The body targely responsible for imple- 
menting the government’s plans is the Fore- 
ign Investment Review Board, which was 
set up in April 1976. 


All investment proposals involving over 
one million dollars must go before the FIRB 
for scrutiny and consideration. Usually, 
the FIRB attaches a number of conditions. 
These are that the new project must have at 
least 50 per cent Australian equity (75 per 
cent for projects involving uranium) and a 
majority of Australians on the board direct- 
ing the company’s Australian operations, 
Further, the enterprise must agree to period- 
ic checks by the FIRB. 

The government also retains the power to 
veto any takeovers of Australian industries 
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Government’s 


by foreign interests that the government 
perceives as detrimental to the Australian 
economy as a whole. The legal basis for this 
is the Foreign Takeovers Act, passed in 1975 
and substantially amended and strengthened 
since then. In practice, the Act, in its current 
form, can be widened in interpretation to 
cover almost any foreign investment proposal. 
The government, with control over tax 
scales, banking regulations, and export 
licenses, also wields considerable informal 
power: Shell’s Australian subsidiary, for 
example, was recently persuaded by the 
government to float a large packet of shares 
on the Australian market. 


Concerning new enterprises, the long- 
term strategy of the Fraser government, con- 
ducted through the FIRB, is one of slowly 
increasing the equity levels of foreign 
companies operating in Australia in favour 
of domestic shareholders. This plan is 
plain in the coal-mining industry in partic- 
ular, as the FIRB 1980 Report illustrates. 

{Since 1976) seventeen new coal 
projects have been submitted for con- 
sideration. Eleven of these projects 
have met the Australian equity par- 
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ticipation guidelines, A further two 
projects have been approved with 
less then 50 per cent Australian 
equity, but are subject to conditions 
requiring them to reach this level 
when production commences or soon 
thereafter. Meanwhile, periodic dis- 
cussions are to be held with the 
` Board to this end. 


All this is not to say that every problem 
has been overcome. The ‘equity clause’ 
Strategy means that overseas investors will 
nevertheless make huge profits, and those 
profits will depart from Australia, never to 
be seen again. Also, the level of foreign in- 
vestment and control already existing is 
difficult to ascertain, even though the 
Bureau of Statistics compiles mountainous 
volumes on the subject. A final problem is 
that projects begun prior to 1976 do not 
formally come into the scope of the FIRB. 


These shortcomings, however, should not 
detract entirely from the relative success of 
the present policy in achieving its ends. 
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-The No Future riots 





In Zurich, during May, 1980, a young woman 
chanted ‘No Future’ along with thousands of 
fellow youths as they took to the Swiss streets. 
On December 12th that year, she poured petrol 
over herself and self-immolated at Zurich’s busiest 
tram station. l 


Sylvia Zimmerman, 23 years old and a member of the 
Zurich Youth Movement left a letter to say she intended 
to “show all the people how horrible it is to be a person 
in this city”. She is now a martyr to her cause, the move- 
ment. The tramstop where she burned is now a candle-lit 
shrine, frequently cleared away by police, and often sur- 
rounded by riot squads with tear gas and rubber bullets 
at the ready. 

Sylvia Zimmerman found more hope for her drug habit 
in the short-lived Zurich Youth House, which ran a drug 
counselling service, than anywhere else in the last eight 
years of her life, according to a European journal. 

After the No Future riots, youth demonstrating for 
Freiraum, (cultural space), cheaper accommodation and 
freer education, were finally handed over an old building 
for conversion to a youth centre. 


Two and a half months later, it was closed down, alleg- 
edly because it contained ‘drug addicts, agitators and 
foreign extremists’. A swift police raid gleaned a mere 
230 grams of hashish. Alternative reports described the 
Autonomes Jugendhasu (AJZ) as pleasant and well- 
organised, and the cinema as ‘close to completion, before 
the police wrecked it’. The movement members, treated 
are vermin, complained, “Even rats die of cleanliness in 
Zurich”. 

The Youth House was part of a culture centre called 
the Red Factory. The remainder of the factory still oper- 
ates, but members of the movement have interpreted its 
soft political line as selling out to the authorities. 

The generation gap lives. 


۲ But while the issue in Zurich is Freiraum, in Amster- 

i dam and West Germany, widespread riots have centered 
more concretely on squatting, for these cities badly lack 
cheap housing. Amsterdam, half the size of West Berlin, 
with a million people, has a population of squatters estim- 
ated at 10,000. The figures are less spectacular in West 
Berlin, but the movement there is much younger. Squatting 
has been going on for ten years, but has only escalated into 
amass movement in the past three. 

The issues of Freiraum and squatting are central to wider 
issues concerning the anti-authoritarian youth culture of 
the prosperous European capitals: Amsterdam, Zurich 
and West Berlin. 

Each city is said to have a hard core of militants. 600 in 
Amsterdam, 350 in Berlin, 150 in Zurich. These nucleii 
are «reputed to be committed to the use of violence. They 
proclaim themselves as anti-dogmatic leftist groups, whose 
membership comprises an umbrella alliance of people 
committed to ecology, to women’s issues, to gay rights. 
The Zurich group’s slogan is “NO LEADERS”, and its 
symbol is that of the anarchists’ encircled A. 

The common denominator underscoring youth activism 
in Europe is, according to a New Internationalist article, 
‘the comfortable conformist character of these societies 
that an increasingly vocal minority of young people reject 
as Oppressive’. 


Indeed, some of the tactics used to quell youth dis- 
sent are undoubtedly oppressive. Bans of professionals ‘sym- 
pathetic’ to the cause are operative in West Germany, as 
is a powerful intelligence service. Sackings of sympathetic 
journalists and withdrawal of advertising have muzzled the 
press in Zurich, as have censorship measures there. 

Though the issues may be dissimilar, the riots in Europe 
ominously echo those in England. 

~ SHELLEY DEMPSEY 


Semper, September 29, 1981 


For a closer look at the more disturbing aspects of youth 
riots, Semper has printed extracts of a 4ZZZ interview with 
West German activist, Bernardt Matz. 


Compared on a European scale, the problem has not 
actually reached the severity it has in London. I do not 
consider that Berlin has any slums, if you take it by say, 
London standards, East London, Brixton, areas like that. 
It still means that there are a lot of people who are badly 
homeless, in terms of the flat size. For instance there are 
families being crowded into flats which are too small. 
I think the waiting list has about 80,000 people, who 
applied for better housing through the burough councils. 

There was this idea that people would be really happy 
just to have hygienic flats, central heating and so on, but 
what wasn't considered was the psychological, the truly 
human side of it, the result of which was the destruction 
of traditional neighbourhoods. 

Anything you do to modernise a flat in West Germany is 
subsidised, Then the rents go up. The people are not asked. 
They would probably welcome a reasonable amount of 
modernisation, if it means a tolerable rent rise but what it 
does mean is a rent rise which the people in the burough 
can't afford, 


This means a total restructuring of the social fabric of 
society. It becomes very crucial in some working class 
areas which are nice and now trendy, So many traditional 
areas have been destroyed by bombs. Just a few, like West 
Krezberg, are left, and retain the old appearance of urban 
Berlin before the first World War, with narrow Streets with 
cobblestones, gas lighting in the streets and the old neo- 
classical plaster facings. These kind of areas which just 
used to be working class are suddenly trendy. 

It is a different story if you are living in an area with 
private interests or with semi-government housing trusts. 
With private interest, it it particularly serious because they 
often resort to terrorism against the tenants. That is the 
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only way to drive the tenants out, because tenants have 
rights and you cannot just cancel a tenancy and throw your 
tenant out. What they do is, they wait until one tenant 
moves out and then they start to harass the others to move 
out, They increase the rent and frighten tenants even with 
just silly letters. They leave the first flat empty, And this is 
the real scandal. When they leave it empty, they must have 
permission. If you can say to the government you're in- 
tending to modernise, then that is perfectly legal, you can 
let it stand empty, until such time as you can start work. 
Flats stand empty for years, waiting until everyboby has 
left. The government pays rent for the empty flat. The 
owner loses nothing. If they have, just say two people left 
out of nine or ten flats, then they really resort to terrorist 
tactics. 


That's happened a lot of times from private interests. 
They come in some day with a group of building workers 
and they just proceed smashing up the staircase, They break 
all the water pipes they can get hold of. The winter here 
bites into the kouse structure. The speculators take out the 
windows of the empty flats and do not close the water 
mains which means water is left in the water pipes. The 
pipes burst after one or two days of frost. Some sewage 
pipes burst. Private interests can really grind people down 
in this way. 

Then they build something really profitable like a giant 
office development. Or a modern apartment block where 
they don’t let the flat, but they sell them as luxury flats. § 
This is always a way to quick profit in Berlin. 


It is not a question of whether you actually need that 
paticular block. That has been shown in an examplary 
fashion by quite a number of giantic developments in’ 
Berlin, which have been total economic disasters. 


THE SEVENTH ENEMY: by Ronald 
Higgins. Pan Books, London & Sydney 
1980 ($3.50) 


In early 1976, Ronald Higgins, then 
a senior journalist with the London 
Observer newspaper, began research- 
ing a series of feature articles on 
world problems for the Sunday Ob- 
server magazine. As often happens 
when a journalist begins such a pro- 
ject, one thing led to another, one 
lead opened up a whole series of 
possibilities, and soon, the short 
series of articles expanded into a book. 

As Higgins researched, he turned up a 
wealth of data on how nasty the world was 
becoming. The second through eighth 
chapters of ‘The Seventh Enemy’ represent 
the condensed results of this research. 
Students of world problems like the popu- 
lation explosion, environmental pollution, 
resource scarcity, abuse of science and 
technology and so on, will find these chap- 
ters familiar territory. For the specialist 
reader, these chapters make an excellent 
overview of the state of the planet as of late 
1978. 

Indeed, Higgins’ summary overview of 
such a diverse set of global problems, while 


WAR FOR THE ASKING: Australia’s 
Vietnam Secrets. By Michael Sexton. 
Penguin paperback. ($5.95). 

Australia’s insulation from inter- 
national conflict has been a mixed 
blessing. In the absence of real threats 
to Australian security, foreign policy 
makers have been free to indulge their 
most paranoid fantasies. 

In the past we have been almost invaded 
by starving Asians, and by assorted com- 
munists sucked downward by gravity. As 
each fear has been proved groundless a 
new bogey has taken its place — as if Xeno- 
phobia is fixed into the Australian political 
mentality. 

On a trip to Central Queensland last 
year I met isolated stockmen living in fear 
that overcrowded Japanese and Chinese were 
planning invasions of the outback. But even 
a superficial plance at modern Chinese his- 
tory reveals that country’s total preoccup- 
ation with internal economics and ideological 
problems, Yet for many years it loomed as 
Australian enemy number one. 
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Overview ofa nasty world 


being rather brief, is thorough and author- 
tative. So much so that the book is being 
used in Europe as a foundation textbook for 
university and polytechnic students studying 
various world problems, The first chapters 
represent one of the best summary over- 
views of world problems to appear in print 
for some time. 


But Higgins’ humane sensitivity and in- 
deed wisdom appears in the second half of 
the book. ‘The Seventh Enemy’ has two 
heads: political inertia and individual blind- 
ness. Sometimes the human family and its 
political leaders confront these .problems. 
Often the former retreats behind a paralys- 
ing shell of indifference because these world 
problems are often remote or awesomely 
intractable. The latter are burdened by self- 
interest, political survival and even callous 
indifference to the plight of other peoples 
and nations. The fate of the Brandt Report, 
with all its problems, clearly indicates how 
insensitive most world leaders are to serious- 
ly dealing with problems of resource scar- 
city, human rights as a necessary part of 
development and so on. 

_ While expressing outrage at individual 
blindness and political inertia, Higgins is 
acutely sensitive to the causes of these 
barriers to possible solutions to the problems 
facing humanity. He argues that, effective- 





Michael Sexton writes of that era in ۷۶۴۴ 
For the Asking, and examination of Aus- 
tralia’s involvement in the Vietnam War. 
Sexton traces the policies of the Menzies’ 
Government in the early sixties, at a time 
when the DLP and NCC were influential 
forces, and the communist ‘threat’ was 
widely feared. 

Australia was seen to be lonely and 
vulnerable beneath the teeming Asian con- 
tinent, a last domino for Chinese conquest. 
North Vietnam was then supposedly just a 
Chinese pawn. Hopefully the recent in- 
vasions of Kampuchea by Vietnam, and 
Vietnam by China, will at last put to death 
the old myth of communist solidarity. 

Sexton argues that Menzies’ strategy was 
to push America as deeply as possible into 
the Vietnam quagmire, hopefully locking the 
U.S. into a perpetual role as protector of 
South East Asia (and Australia), In hand 
with this was Australia’s attempt to show 
itself as an eager and devoted ally, utterly 
loyal to Uncle Sam, who would then willing- 
ly defend Australia against any aggressor. 

It is widely known that Australia invited 
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ly, a systematic change in 
human consciousness carries 
the most likely potential for 
changing the direction of 
human progress in a more 
humane direction. 

Higgins’ consciousness 
change links up closely with, 
for example, the writings of 
E.F. Schumacher, Theodore 
Roszak, William Irwin Thom- 
pson and others including, 
surprisingly, Alvin Toffler in 
‘The Third Wave’. This con- 
sciousness change is not, 
according to Higgins, some 
romantic, hopelessly ideal- 
istic, world-denying piety 
but, as Ted Roszak argues 
in his masterly ‘Person/ Plan- 
et’, a deep and open-ended 
sensitivity to the very essence 
of what it is to be human and live in har- 
mony with others and the planet itself. As 
the mystics have argued for centuries, an 
integrated awareness of self, spirit and 
planet/society, a kind of yogi-commissar 
dialectic, would lead to both personal 
growth and planetary harmony and just- 
ice. 

So, ‘The Seventh Enemy’ is a concise and 
convincing book which, while not saying 





herself to the war, the Vietnamese accept- 
ing our troops only after American pressure. 
But Sexton goes further in quoting docu- 
ments showing that Australia invited the 
Americans as well. 


Months before the U.S. committed troops 
to Vietnam, Menzies was secretly urging a 
U.S. escalation of the war, involving troop 
deployment and the bombing of North 
Vietnam. The extent of Australia’s influence 
in this regard is unknown, though Sexton 
hints at the possibility that America might 
not have stepped up the war in the absence 
of Australian pressure, © 

In retrospect, Menzies strategy was a 
complete failure. America lost all credibility 
and influence in South East Asia, and 
Australia’s role was never noticed by Con- 
gress or the American public. 

America has regained influence in South 
East Asia following the Vietnam invasion of 
Cambodia, but this does not detract from 
the Menzie’s Government’s ineptness at 
foreign policy. 

Sexton argues that the process of creating 
foreign policy has changed little since 





much that is new, presents facts and possible 
solutions in an elegant and even passionate 
way. It would make a good foundation 
textbook for classes on world problems 
and general readers could do far worse than 
invest $3.50 in ‘The Seventh Enemy’. 
—MARK D. HAYES 











Foreign Affairs and a bellicose anti-com- 
munist prime minister. Sexton concludes 
by hinting that the reaction to the Afghan- 
istan invasion suggests another Vietnam may 
be in the offering. In Central America 
perhaps? 

Fortunately the American political Right 
Wing learned a lesson from Vietnam, even 
if the Australian Right did not. Guerilla 
wars cannot be won swiftly (if at all) by 
foreign forces. 

Deployment of American troops in El 
Salvador is highly unlikely despite the fears 
of the American and Australian Left. 


If American is determined to reassert 
national pride in the military arena, as 
seems likely, it will be thorough, swift, dec- 
isive manouvres. The downing of two 
Libyan jets over the Mediterranean was a 
fine example. Expect further harrassment of 
Libya’s Khadafi, billed in the American 
media as world enemy number one, followed 
perhaps by an assassination, coup, or even a 
quick, clean invasion. 

— TIM LOW 


Menzies, with a secretive Department of 








“Ain't gonna study war 
no more...” 





Peace Studies appears to be a fairly broad 
term, What exactly is Peace Studies? 

Peace Studies at Bradford University gen- 
erally constitutes the study of the causes of 
war, arms races, studies of human rights, 
resource politics, the history of peace 
groups, areas of the world in conflict, var- 
ious kinds of development issues — all sorts 
of things that are concerned with peace as 
opposed to war. 

Certainly at the moment the direction 
that Peace Studies as a discipline is taking 
is dictated by the priorities of the peace 
movement, and in Britain the priorities of 
the European situation, such as an increase 
in nuclear weapons and subsequent policies 
around those weapons, 

The whole peace movement in Europe has 
just mushroomed incredibly, to use a very 
inappropriate expression. On the basis of 
that, the academic community that is con- 
cerned with peace has been linking in with 
groups like the Campaign for Nuclear Dis- 
armament. 

But it’s been a whole range of issues and 
ideas that have been related not to the 
simple study of international relations or 
conflict resolution as such, but have been 
telated to peace. London University has a 
Department of War Studies, and that’s fine, but in Bradford 
you have the Department of Peace Studies. 


Was Peace Studies something that came out of the Cold War 
or something that came out of the sixties? 

_ Oh, certainly not, you can trace it right back through 
the Western intellectual tradition. For example, one of 
Immanual Kant’s lesser known writings is on perpetual 
eace. 
j But people have always been concerned with the prob- 
lems of war and the problems of peace, After the whole- 
sale carnage in the Second World War, some American 
academics started to apply the technique of their discip- 
lines which were mainly economics, politics, international 
e and sociology, to the problems of human con- 
ict, 

As a result of this there began to emerge in about 1953 
a discipline called conflict studies. 

At the same time in Europe there were stirrings because 
Europe suffered the brunt of destruction of World War Il, 
and.a number of academics started studying peace from a 
more philisophical perspective, but still drawing heavily 
on American positivist methodologies. 

Oslo became the centre for peace research, and this in 
turn led to the formation of the peace research institute 
at Oslo (P.L.R.0.) 

From then on some work started in Germany and the 
Netherlands, and in 1976 a chair of Peace Studies was 
established at Bradford University, and this was the first 
time that peace studies was offered as an undergraduate 
programme anywhere in the world. 





* Formerly a researcher for a television current affairs programme, 
Mark has recently returned from Bradford University where he 
completed a past-graduate degree In Peace Studies, 
























With growing fears of another global war, people are looking for ways to 
avoid the holocaust. In an interview with Semper, MARK D. HAYES* 


explained one possible approach, Peace Studies, 


What about government attitudes to Peace Studies. Do 
many governments support Peace Studies financally? 

In West Germany they give quite substantial funding. 
As well there are various institutes and universities offer- 
ing post graduate scholarships in peace. research. 

There are also various organisations like SIP.R.L, 
which is funded by the Swedish government but has an 
international board which maintains its objectivity in the 
whole field, and that’s why S.LP.R.I. is regarded as being 
the most reliable source of data on the whole nuclear 
military situation. 

In the United States there are a lot of institutes and 
universities offering peace research, certainly nowhere 
near as many as we would like, because the world is spend- 
ing about a billion dollars a day on preparations for war, 
and compared to this the amount of money that goes on 
peace research is absolute peanuts. 


The study of peace is all very. well for academics, but are 
there any practical applications of peace research? 

Certainly. For example the Bulletin of Peace Proposals 
which comes out every three months from ۶.۱۸.0۰ in 
Oslo presents a whole range of ideas and proposals for 
peace, such as peace conversion which is the conversion of 
military infrastructure over to civilian needs. 

Also there are various projects such as the Alternative 
Defence Commission which is working on an alternative 
defence proposal for the United Kingdom which would do 
away with nuclear weapons, and would probably involve a 
mixture of civilian and military defence. 

It remains to be seen just how much of an impact this 
will make on governments, as they appear to be still locked 
into this massive defence expenditure mentality. 

But the public also need to be told what’s going on, that 
there are workable proposals which make far better use of 
the infrastructure than manufacturing Trident submarines. 


What about in Australia, are there any 
Peace Studies courses here? 

There is a Victorian Association for Peace 
Studies which has people on it from Monash 
and La Trobe Universities. The Department 
of External Studies here offers a course in 
the politics of non-violence, and there are 
some related courses along those lines. 

For a time in Perth there was a school 
of Peace Studies at Murdoch University, 
but that has folded for the moment, and it 
might be starting up again in a small way. 

Other than that you would have to 
look closely at courses here and there, in 
areas like Sociology, International Relations, 
and Economics, which are all fields.in which 
Peace Research operates. 


Do you think that the whole prospect of 
nuclear war is a lot more real in the North- 
ern Hemisphere and that is why Peace Stud- 
ies are taken much more seriously there? 

For sure. There is a very awesome Soviet 
arsenal — they’ve got over 100 8820 missiles 
which carry quite a substantial warhead — 
but in the area of tactical weapons the 
N.A.T.O. countries have probably got the 
edge on the Soviet Union. 


Also since the late 1950’s battlefield commanders in 
N.A.T.O. have had firing authorization for nuclear wea- 
pons, so that in the unlikely event of Soviet tanks charging 
across the West German border, then a battlefield comman- 
der could quite easily let off a couple of tactical nukes or 
a couple of neutron bombs, 





Another thing is that in Europe by now there are so 
many nuclear power plants and nuclear disposal areas 
which are prime targets for nuclear attack, and all the 
Russians need to do if they really want to wreak havoc in 
Western Europe is to knock out a few of these. 

Certainly in Europe if there was even a limited nuclear 
war then all of Europe would be devastated, 


What about the future of Peace Studies? 

What has to be done really is to provide workable 
alternatives, such as peace conversion, so that the pop- 
ulation doesn’t think that disarming means that the Russ- 
ians will be in tomorrow, 


Another example is in a recent paper by Dr. Paul 
Smoker from Lancaster University. He talks about small 
peace, growing the world to “peaces”. Now making small 
communities aware of this “peaceness’” may seem small 
fry when you're talking about a world nuclear arsen- 
al in excess of 60,000 nuclear weapons, but given that sit- 
uation it’s a start, it’s something for people to work with. 


Certainly you have to be very concious and very care- 
ful about what you’re doing, but it’s either that or we’re 
leading on a road very quickly towards human extinction 
with these new weapons. 
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Hitch hiking is one of the cheapest 
forms of transport, and the University 
of Queensland is one of the great 
centres of the dying art. JOHN 
HENZELL thumbed many rides to 
deliver this report. 


i; hitch hiking dead at the Uni- 
versity of Queensland? Students 

from the mid seventies can re- 
member queues of 20 or 30 students 
waiting at the hitching posts at the 
Toowong bus stop and along Sir Fred 
Schonell Drive at Uni. With the long 
lines of hitchers were a high propor- 
tion of drivers willing to pick up the 
waiting masses, 

In 1981 there are rarely more than 3 or 
4 people hitching a ride to or from Uni at 
any one time. Even with the low number of 
people, it may take up to 15 minutes before 
a car will stop. 

But why, as a famous chocolate-eating 
professor would say, is it so? 

Hitch hiking, like any other pastime, is 
not all beer and skittles — it has its pros and 
cons. 

The hitch hiking deaths along the Rock- 
hampton-Mackay section of the Bruce 
Highway began to give hitching a bad name. 

This trend was continued by a charit- 
able man on the Gold Coast who frequently 
gave young girls a lift. Unfortunately, he was 
not so charitable when it came to letting 
them out again, This fact and his fondness 
of wearing balaclava’s gained him notoriety. 
Hitch hiking had indeed become a dying art. 

This led to the introduction of a $20 fine 
for hitch hiking on the road — an attempt to 
stop the balaclava killer. 

These facts not only discourage hitch 
hikers but also make car drivers less likely 
to pick up strangers. 

Countering the facts of hitch hiking are 
several distinct advantages. At Uni, the 
advantages are increased. 

Hitching is a very cheap way of travel- 





the 





ling between Toowong and Uni. By bus, the 
2km trip costs 30¢ or $3 per week. Hitch- 
ing is available outside of bus hours and 
away from bus routes. 

The University-Toowong route would 
have to be one of the most likely places to 
get a lift in Queensland. About 90 per 
cent of cars are going to or from Uni. 

It is also one of the safest. Hitch hiking 
is an accepted from of transport at Uni; 
many people only hitch hike or pick up 
hitchers along that route. 

Maybe the biggest reason for the drop- 
off of hitch hiking numbers is the $20 fine. 
The fine caused the. formation of the Hitch 
Hikers Association in late 1980. 


Andy Nehl, a spokesperson for the assoc- 
lation, says it stood up for hitch hiker rights 
under vigourous attack from Russ Hinze at 
the time — election time coincidentally. 

In the last 10 months, the Hitch Hikers 
Association has organised two protests 
against the law — one outside Parliament 
and a mass hitch hike from Toowong into 
the city. 

One of the factors about the law that 
Andy stresses is that it only applies to hitch 
hiking on the road and does not include 
hitching from the footpath. 

The ban was only really.enforced on the 
Gold Coast and only a few arrests were made 
in Brisbane. Now that balaclava murders are 
as obsolete as election promises, the law is 
rarely used. 


Hitch hiking 
dying art 





Andy says that the law is only enforced 
when it is convenient and predicts a re- 
surgence at the Commonwealth Games. 

Hitch hiking is no more dangerous than 
walking according to Andy, although the 
threat is greater for women. 

He claims that the variety of people that 
hitch hikers meet is worth the risks in itself. 

here are several techniques to hitch 
hiking that will increase the likelihood 
of getting picked up. 
* Getting a lift depends a lot upon place- 
ment on the road. Cars should be able to see 
you for at least 100 metres and have room 
to pull over. 
* On the outskirts of towns, staying within 
the 60km:zone will give the cars time to 
stop. Don’t stand beside bushes or do any- 
thing else in the least way suspicious. 
* Manner counts. Face the traffic with a 
pleasant ‘Pick-me-up-I’m-not-going-to-cut- 
you-into-tiny-pieces’ smile. On long distance 
hitch hiking a pack can be an advantage 
(even if you don’t need it) to look legit- 
imate. Do NOT wear your ‘Death to Pigs’ 
T-shirt. 
* Destination cards can be useful even in 
the suburbs. The University hitching posts 
are marked ‘Toowong’, ‘Paddington, North- 
ern Suburbs’ and ‘City, Southern Suburbs’ 
to help drivers and hitchers. 

The reasons why people don’t pick up 
hitch hikers fs not easily discovered because 
no one would stop so I could ask them. 


The reasons why people do pick up 
hitchers is more easily discovered. Of the 20 
people I asked, all of them said that they 
picked up hitch hikers because they used 
to hitch themselves. One driver added that 
he gave people lifts so that he had someone 
to talk to. 

Most of the drivers enjoyed the variety 
of people they met hitch hiking. Several had 
stories of strange/esoteric/interesting people 
they’d met. 

Many of the people only picked up 
hitchers along the Toowong. Uni route. As 
one driver put it: ‘I’m not stupid, 1 won't 
stop for people on a dark night or along a 
country road.’ 

None of the 20 drivers had had any real 
trouble from hitch hikers although most § 
had picked up a few people they wished 
they hadn’t. One aboriginal driver picked 
someone up who began to talk about what 
a great job Bijelke-Petersen was doing for 
Queensland’s aborigines! 


The one common attribute that both 
the hitch hikers and the drivers of the cars § 
that picked them up was extreme friendli- 
ness. Hitch hiking at Uni may not be as 
healihy as it used to be but so long as there 
are poor students without cars and generous 
students with cars, there will always be hitch 
hiking at the University of Queensland. 


Student Health 


Federal government information 
about the new health insurance 
system is incomplete for Queensland 
students. 

Dr. Louise Wilson, from the University 
Health Service, says that students here need 
not purchase expensive health cover, as the 
Federal government suggests. Queensland’s 
free hospital system and the free campus 
health service are adequate for general 
health care for full-time students, she 
says, 

However, Dr Wilson strongly recom- 
mends that all eligible students obtain gov- 
ernment health care cards, The cards entitle 
holders to free public hospital care in Aus- 
tralia, free medical treatment from doctors 
outside the university who bulk-bill, and 
85 percent off the Schedule fee from those 


who don’t. Other benefits, such as pharma. ° 


ceuticals, are not covered. 


Dr Wilson says the cards could be vital 
for students under certain circumstances, 
such as on interstate trips, where the free 
hospital system does not operate, Cards are 
also useful for emergencies, for X-rays, and 
for specialists who bulk-bill, Referral to 
bulk- billing specialists is available from the 
health service. 

Health care cards are available to single 
individuals with an income of less then 
$96 a week, They are issued at the Depart- 
ment of Social Security, upon production 
of proof of identity and proof of income. 
Forms are available from the health service. 


Of course, full-time students under 24 
can be insured by parents on a family scale. 
In such cases, health cards are unnecessary. 
Students whose parents have health cards 
are also covered, 

Dr Wilson said the major drawback where 


schemes is the inability of students to obtain 
‘secret operations’, such as abortions. In 
such cases, she says, “People will just have 
to pay the money”. 

The government has not yet announced 
a policy on overseas students. Dr Wilson 
advises overseas students to apply for a 
health card in the event that they are de- 
clared eligible. 

ADAB students are not eligible for health 
cards but can receive free outpatient treat- 
ment at public hospitals, For immediate 
treatment, the ADAB social worker, Kath- 
leen Babcock, must give permission. She 
can be contacted on 225.2276. 

Those wishing to obtain health insurance 
should read the government pamphlet. “In 
Sickness and in Health, Better Value for 
Your Dollar”. 

_— SHELLEY DEMPSEY 


students are insured under their parent’s 
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In recent weeks the National Times has 
released leaked Cabinet Submissions by the 
Police Department which propose to amend 
the Vagrants, Gaming and Other Offenses 
Act and introduce other special legislation. 
The 1982 Commonwealth Games have been 
the impetus for the Police proposals with 
Russ Hinze stating that we don’t want 
anather Munich in Brisbane. But the sug- 
gested legislation could drastically curtail 
our civil liberties and further increase the 
already awesome powers of the Queensland 
Police. A representative of the Queensland 
Council for Civil Liberties explains the 
proposals and their likely consequences. 


The proposed Summary Offences. 


legislation will increase penalties for 
victimless crimes, extend the scope 
of censorship laws, and dramatically 
increase police powers to deal with 
public assemblies. 

In a submission to the Queensland 
Cabinet, the police have sought to extend 
the scope and severity of existing offences, 
introduce new offences, reverse the onus of 
proof in some instances and remove present- 
ly available defences for certain offences. 

A secret review within the Police depart- 
ment of the Vagrants, Gaming and Other 
Offences Act has been underway since 
January, 1980, Requests for copies of the 
proposals made to the Police Minister, Russ 
Hinze, by the Council for Civil Liberties, 
Law Society, Bar Association, and even the 
National Justice Party Committee were 
refused. 


On the 30th August, the National Times 
revealed the content of the legislation. The 
initial response of the Police Minister was to 
announce there would be no amendment of 
the legislation to give police wider powers 
in 1981. 

However, later comments by Mr. Hinze 
indicated that special legislation would be 
invoked to control anticipated demon- 
strations at the 1982 Commonwealth 
Games. This caused some commentators to 
fear that the proposed Summary Offences 
Laws would be enacted along with the 
‘special Commonwealth Games legislation. 

The sole input into the review of the 
Summary Offences Laws has been from the 
Police Department. Even the Telegraph 
was moved to comment, “as it stands now, 
Queenslanders are left with the vague and 
uncomfortable feeling that new laws are 
being proposed simply to make the task 
of the policeman easier and to crack down 
on what might be a legitimate form of 
dissent.” 

The Police Department submission to 
Cabinet argued that ‘complete review of 
the Act is necessary to overcome certain 
problems that have arisen through judicial 
interpretations by the courts over a number 
of years.’ 

The Queensland Council for Civil Liber- 
ties responded, ‘If judicial interpretations 
have operated to control broad police dis- 
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cretions, to clarify otherwise vague stat- 
utory provisions and fo balance the need 
for public order against other social inter- 
est, then they should be respected, not 
overridden’. 


The proposed Summary Offences Act 
follows the pattern set in 1980 by the notor- 
ious Police Act amendments, Those amend- 
ments drafted within the Police Depart- 
ment granted police immunity from defam- 
ation action concerning information in 
police dossiers supplied to federal and 
state authorities. The Bar Association 
criticised the practice whereby police 
effectively are able to draft legislation to 
suit their own needs. 

The Vagrants, Gaming and Other Offen- 
ces Act already confers on police extensive 
power to deal with vagrants, prostitutes 
and fortune-tellers, seize publications sus- 
pected of being obscene and contro] be- 
haviour in public places. 


Police proposals, if enacted, will in- 
crease penalties for existing offences and 
increase powers further. The task of police 
in obtaining convictions will be made easier 
by the reversal of the onus of proof and the 
removal of certain existing defences. 

Despite reforms in other states and over- 
seas to decriminalise prostitution and vag- 
rancy (having insufficient lawful means of 
support) the police review plans to increase 
penalties for vagrancy and prostitution. 


Police powers to seize suspected obscene 
publications will be increased if a new 
Section 47 in enacted. It plans to facilit- 
ate proof of obscenity by removing the 
existing legal requirement that to establish 
obscenity, there must be a tendency to 
corrupt. The present Act deals with indecent 
or obscene publications. The police sub- 
mission advocates the widening of these 
provisions to deal with obscene materials 
available from sex shops. 

In various sections, the police submission 
argues for an extension of police power to 
deal with public order. This might seem 
ironic in the light of the street march ban, 
where at no time was it claimed that police 
lacked adequate power to deal with massive 
disruptions. 


In fact, during the street march ban, the 
provisions of the Vagrancy, Gaming and 
Other Offences Act meant that obscene 
language offences were invoked by police 
to secure conviction. These types of offen- 
ces are notoriously used by police in public 
assembly situations. 

In New South Wales, a new Summary 
Offences Act enacted in 1979 reformed 
the law to prevent the capricious and arbit- 
rary use of the powers of police. 

A disturbing feature of the police review 
is its willingness to advocate the enactment 
of vague new provisions. 

Police will be granted a wide-ranging 
power to arrest, ‘suspected persons’. A new 


Police Power-grab 


power is advocated to enable police to 
remove ‘undesirable persons’, from public 
entertainment. The police submission argues 
that such power is needed to ‘warn off 
known pickpockets, touts, prostitute and 
others of that class where the police officer: 
suspects the person is there for an unlawful 
purpose.’ 

Many commentators have observed that 
the broad new power to remove persons 
from public entertainment wi be used to 
arrest persons demonstrating at the 1982 
Commonwealth Games. 


The most bizarre proposal contained in 
the police submission to Cabinet is to make 
it an offence to send offensive material to 
Cabinet Ministers, parliamentarians, judges 
and police officers. This novel new offence 
is justified by police because, under existing 
law, ‘cranks’ cannot be successfully pros- 
ecuted for defamation of character. Accord- 
ing to police is this is because, ‘it is unlikely 
that any person would take them seriously’. 
However, the police observe that these 
people are ‘considerable nuisances.’ At no f 
time is a definition of what constitutes 
‘offensive material’ suggested. Of great 
concern is the suggestion that there be 
provision for psychiatric examinations of 
offenders. Shades of ‘Gulag Archipelago’. 


Despite the retention of existing broad 
police powers and the proposed enactment 
of a variety of new extensive powers, the 
police review does not propose any system 
of safeguards to counter possible police 
abuse of powers. Notably, the Lucas En- 
quiry into the enforcement of criminal law, 
commissioned by the government in 1976, 
recommends that any extensions of police | 
power be made contingent on the intro- 
duction of systems of safeguards, such as 
tape recordings and other procedural de- 
vices to minimise police abuse of power, 


With no effective system for registering 
complaints against police abuse of power, 
and no effective procedures to halt the 
arbitrary use by police of offences such 
as disorderly conduct and obscene language, 
the proposed Summery Offences Act will 
herald a new era of police lawlessness. 


The Queensland Council for Civil Lib- 
erties has mounted a campaign to stop the 
police proposals from becoming law. Aside 
from voicing particular criticisms of in- 
dividual police recommendations, it has 
called for the whole issue of the review of 
the Vagrants, Gaming and Other Offences 
Act to be referred to the Law Reform 
Commission. In so doing, it hopes to open 
debate on whether the criminal law should 
apply to vagrancy and prostitution; counter 
claims that police need greater power to 
control public to maintain public control; 
argue for a liberalisation of censorship 
laws, and to call for the introduction of pro- 
cedures to control police abuse of power. 
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There were no shocks in this year’s 
student union elections. 

The victors — SWAT - made a 
clean sweep of the powerful executive, 
taking out all seven contested pos- 
itions. Though SIT gave SWAT an 
energetic run for their money, result- 
ing in very close votes at times, SWAT 
nevertheless emerged victorious. (Not 
without audible sighs of relief.) 

About 2800 people voted, which is a 
record result for recent years. As expected, 
most voted along ticket lines and no in- 
dependents received any major positions, 
except, of course, for Semper, which is a, 
traditionally non-aligned position. Elected 
for Semper next year were the Fraser/ 
Nicol team, self-professed ‘intuitive moder- 
ates’. 

SWAT was the obvious choice. A strong 
centre-left ticket, largely comprised of 
people already involved in the union, SWAT 
campaigned on platforms of responsible 
management and political commitment. 

By comparison, SIT was an inexpereinced 
team, led by a strong candidate, Barry 
Atkins, who has been involved in the union 
for the past year, The downfall of SIT can 
be attributed to their relative inexperience, 
and also to Barry’s membership of the 
Young Liberals, something of a drawback 
in union politics. 

It should be noted that SIT did not 
lose out altogether. SWAT stood relatively 
few faculty candidates, so SIT won many 
in this area, particularly in Science, Arts 
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Old Ashgrovians 


win again 
and Commerce/Economics. Two out of a 
possible six places on Finance Advisory 
Committee were also won by SIF can- 
didates. (FAC is the financial union body.) 

Thus, SIT’s loss on the executive was 
compensated by these other areas of repres- 
entation, which could be a factor in next 
year’s elections, should those SIT people 
elected decide to run a ticket again. 

In the meantime, SWAT may encounter 
ideological difficulties, comprised as it is of 
‘leftists’ and ‘centralists’, to use rather 
cumbersome terms. However, teams do not 
necessarily count for much after the elect- 
ions, so there is room for individual differ- 
ences in SWAT if they occur. 

In a lighter vein, the marriage of the left 
and the centre in these elections has meant 
the continuation of ‘The Dynasty’. Rather 
like its Mafia equivalent ‘The Family’, ‘The 
Dynasty’ is comprised of a small group of 
individuals related by background (and 
sometimes birth), who wield power in 
shadowy places. 

Known as the Old Ashgrovians, these 
Marist Brothers have held curiously high 
places in the union for some years in small 
but insidious numbers. The infiltration be- 
gan as far back as 1968 with old boy Anth- 
ony Nucifora. The school tie breed surfaced 
again in 1975 in the form of one Brian 
Towler. But what had begun as an unnoticed 
trickle back then soon degenerated into an 
indiscreet monopoly, with Eugene 
O’What’s-his-name in 1979, bringing in 
David ‘Godfather’ Barbagallo. Marion Pod 
and, last but not least, Ken ‘Boy Wonder 
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MacPherson (Eugene’s cousin 
and a very distant relative by 
marriage of Keith Horsley, 
long-standing union hack). 

Ken’s meteoric rise to the 
top was fostered by his power 
base on Clubs and Societies (he was conven- 
or). A power base comprised, funnily en- 
ough, of three more Brothers — Joe Dowling, 
Mick Lynn, and John Orr. 


Predictions for next year’s president 
are already flying thick and fast. Will it be 
perhaps, John ‘Jack’ Orr, old Ashgrovian 
and notorious council non-attender; Phi! 
Cullen, old Ashgrovian and 42722 announcer; 
or perhaps, to keep it in the family, Eugene’s 


‘only sister left at university? Remember you 


read it first in Semper. 


There were many other humorous fea- 
tures of this year’s elections. For instance, 
the confirmation of Barry Atkins’ imperialist 
tendencies (a landlord, owner of a Jaguar), 
by the exploitation of his puppy, Mulga, as a 
walking SIT billboard. And SIT’s garbled 
promise of an alcoholic bus service (illegal) 
due to overzealous explanations of SIT 








policies by a candidate. Fleur 
Kingham earned the unenvia- 
ble nickname of ‘Slur’ King- 
ham, which will undoubtably 
stick for time immemorial. 

A sad aspect of this round 
of elections was the division of loyalties 
between SIT and SWAT till the very end. 
Separate election parties were held by SIT 
and SWAT, thereby leaving various hatchets 
unburied, and elevating student politics 
to cold war proportions. 


And finally, a disturbing feature of union 
elections are the reasons some candidates 
run, Most run because of committment, 
but some stand for other reasons ranging 
from the persuasion of friends ‘just put 
your name on a ticket — you don’t have 
to do anything’, to persuasion from other 
friends they are sleeping with. 

The approaches are despicable. As one 
candidate put it ‘Clean up your union’. 

— SHELLEY DEMPSEY 


* All results given in this article are 
unofficial, and are yet to go to Union 
Council for approval. 


University restructure 


rian Wilson came to Queensland 

University as the new Vice- 

Chancellor at the beginning of 
1979. In July of that year, he made a 
statement to the Senate calling for 
sweeping changes to the structure of 
the University. He planned to take 
submissions on his proposals from 
individuals and groups within the 
University community, to adjust his 
proposals accordingly and then to go 
ahead and implement them. 

This caused an uproar among many 
staff and students who feared that the 
Vice-Chancellor’s concept of what Uni- 
versity should be was a very authoritarian 
One compared to what they saw as the 
ideal. They also feared that changes were to 
be imposed very quickly from above without 
the widespread debate which was supposedly 
the tradition here. 

A series of staff/student meetings attend- 
ed by about five hundred people were held, 
leaflets and articles were written as well as 
submissions from the Union and the Staff 
Association to the Vice-Chancellor, calling 
upon him to set up a committee to investi- 
gate and co-ordinate discussion on the 
organisation of the University. 

The upshot of these actions was that the 
Vice-Chancellor realised there was much 
disquiet about his proposals. In May 1980, 
he set up a Senate committee to investigate 
the academic organisation of the University. 
However, in view of the level of controversy 
that had surrounded the issue of restruc- 
turing and the obvious interest shown by 
staff and students, the manner in which the 
committee was established was most unsatis- 
factory. It was proposed by the Vice- 
Chancellor to the Senate without any 
consultation with the Student Union, the 
Staff Association or the Professorial Board. 

The Union and the Staff Association were 
unhappy with the composition of the com- 
mittee but subsequent requests for increased 
staff and student representation were reject- 
ed by the Senate with little debate. 

One of the first tasks of the Senate 
Committee was the formulation and dis- 
tributicn of questionnaires for both students 
and staff on the organisation of the Uni- 
versity. The student questionnaire was a 
farce in that it asked very detailed questions 
which few students would be in a position 
to answer. 

It completely avoided asking fundamental 
questions of principle about which most 
students have firm beliefs, for example, 
whether the ultimate responsibility for 
policy decisions at various levels of govern- 
ment within the University should rest with 
democratic representation committees or 
with individuals who are simply advised by 
those committees. 

The questionnaire was a clear indication 
that the Senate Committee did not have 
sufficient student representation. The result 
was that only thirty student questionnaires 
were returned, although thousands were 
printed. As a protest, the Union formulated 
an alternative questionnaire which posed a 
few basic questions of principle. Although 
some seventy or eighty of these were return- 
ed, the Senate Committee chose to ignore 
them simply stating, “The alternative stud- 
ent questionnaire is not covered by this 
report”. 


Submissions concerning the restructuring of the University close on 
October 23rd. LYN TAYLOR, Union Education Resource Officer, explains 
why you should take an interest and contribute your submission. 





The Senate committee has now released 
its Report for comment. There is no indic- 
ation in the Report of whether or how the 
questionnaires and submissions were act- 
ually used in the formation of the Com- 
mittee’s proposals. The questionnaires are 
simply summarised in an appendix to the 
Report. The impression could be gained 
that the questionnaires and submission- 
taking were a public relations exercise 
which were analysed and shelved. 

At least one indication that this occurred 
was that, in analysing the questionnaires, 
the committee makes the comment: 

of 72 responses (56) persons, only 

seven considered Senate satisfactory. 

The principal criticisms were remote- 

ness and a lack of feed-back to staff 

and the proliferation of committees. 
(Appendix C, page 4) 

In spite of this, the Report does not 
address itself in any way to the organisation 
or functioning of the Senate. When challen- 
ged on this issue, the Chairperson of the 
Committee, Mr. Fielding, claimed that the 
Senate did not make decisions on academic 
matters — a curious claim in tight of the 
fact that he was chairing the Senate Com- 
mittee on Review of Academic organisation 
of the University! 

At present both the Union and the 
Academic Staff Association are preparing 
responses to the Report as both groups are 


-very critical of the proposals contained in 


it. Hopefully these will fare much better 
than did the original questionnaires and 
submissions. 

The Senate Committee's Report pro- 
poses extensive changes to the structure of 
the University. Yet the Committee has at 
no stage outlined what it sees as the goals 
and purposes of the University and how the 
proposed structure would better serve those 
goals and purposes. The Report leaves the 
uncomfortable impression that the main 
concem of the Committee was “efficiency” 
and “management”. There is no discussion 
of whether “management” is even an appro- 
priate concept when considering the struc- 
ture of a University. The implication is that 
the University is a business which can best 


be managed by executives who are advised 
by boards of directors rather than a com- 
munity which can best be governed by 
committees elected by the staff and students 
for that purpose. 


he Committee recommends the group- 

ing of the 63 Departments into five 

Schools, mainly for the purpose of 
resource allocation, each School to be 
“managed” by an appointed Director who 
is to be advised by Councils which contain 
no student or staff representation. The 
Faculties are to retain responsibility for 
decisions on academic matters. Although 
the devolution of resource allocating powers 
to a lower level of government within 
the University is a good thing, a far better 
thing wouid be to have the same bodies 
throughout the University responsible for 
both resource allocating and academic 
decisions. For there are few academic 
decisions which can be taken without 
consideration of the resource implications. 


The Committee justifies the Schools 
proposal by claiming that the University 
suffers from a “lack of middle manage- 
ment structure.” (p. 7) This is obviously 
not the case as a viable Faculty structure 
exists at present. The committee has put 
forward no strong arguments as to why the 
Faculties should not be given the power to 
allocate resources. 

Instead it proposes to add yet another 
expensive layer of bureaucracy to an already 
complicated structure. Most universities in 
Australia have a four tier system of govern- 
ment, as is presently the case at this uni- 
versity. However, the Senate committee has 
proposed a five-tier system. 

A very disturbing comment in relation to 
costs occurs towards the end of the Report: 
“|, .. the principal economic benefit will be 
the release of time for teaching and research 
which many senior academics presently 
spend on committee work.” (p. 25) 

The implication is surely that the junior 
staff (i.e. tutors) will be further reduced 
otherwise, where do savings occur? This is 


particularly disquieting in a University 
which is already under-staffed. Many sub- 
jects no longer offer tutorials and in many of 
those that do, the tutorial groups are far too 
large to facilitate discussion or individual 
attention. 

The committee has recommended that 
the Departments have more resource control, 
The present system is quite inflexible in 
that equipment money, for example, cannot 
be channelled into other purposes as the 
need arises. While flexibility of resource 
allocation at the Department level is very 
desirable, the committee aims to concen- 
trate too much power in the Heads of De- 
partments. 


Underpinning the Report is a basic 
distrust of the democratic process. The 
Committee proposes that, given the new 
financial responsibilities of the Heads of 
Departments, they should no longer be 
elected as happens in some Departments 
at present, but should be appointed. The 
implication is that those most affected by 
the actions of the Head, i.e. the staff and 
students in the Department cannot be 
trusted to elect a Head capable of handling 
financial responsibilities. 

Likewise, election is not considered as a 
means of choosing the Directors of the 
proposed Schools, even though eleven of the 
thirteen Deans are currently elected. the 
emphasis of the Report is on the entrusting 
of power to individuals (e.g. Directors, 
Heads), the presence of committees as 
advisory bodies only as well as the weighing 
of the various boards and committees with 
ex officio members. 

In times of financial hardship, one 
reaction is to make the structure of the 
University more authoritarian so that it is 
easier to make difficult decisions. This, 
however, is a short-term approach as the 
decisions made may not have the support of 
those who are most affected. 

Although it may take longer to come 
to decisions within a democratic structure, 
ultimately those decisions will be more 
productive because they will have the con- 
fidence, understanding, and support of the 
majority of staff and students. Moreover, the 
democratic process is more likely than an 
authoritarian one to produce creative sol- 
utions as it involves more sharing of ideas 
among groups of people who feel they have 
the power to change the direction of the- 
University as the situation warrants. 

The Vice-Chancellor, when he proposed 
the Senate committee, said he would not be 
a member because he wanted the committee 
to act independently, allowly him freedom 
to consider the committee’s Report and 
make appropriate comments when the 
Report was referred to the Senate, In spite 
of this, he attended many of the com- 
mittee’s meetings to offer information. 
Hence, the main focus of the Report is 
“middle management” which was the same 
concept of the Vice-Chancellor’s own 
proposals. 

The Senate Committee is now inviting 
responses to its Report from groups or 
individuals within the University com- 
munity. These must be received by the 
23rd October. Copies of the Report are 
available from the J.D. Story Building. 
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In support of AUS reaffiliation 


In the recent student union elections, many candidates spoke 
of the need for another referendum to seek reaffiliation with AUS. 
TONY BLAKE puts the case for reaffiltation. 


In recent months we have witnessed 
vicious attacks on the quality and 
freedom of Australian education. The 
Federal government attempted to 
effect certain regressive changes recog- 
nising a weak opposition in student 
unionism. 


Mobilisation around the issues of fees 
and loans has held off the hand of the 
Fraser government to an extent, although 
the State Grants Act, the legislation enabling 
Universities to collect fees, is due to be read 
before the current Budget Session of Parl- 
jament, probably in the next fortnight. 

Here in Brisbane we resign ourselves to 
the inevitable amalgamation of the Kelvin 
Grove CAE, the Kindergarten Teacher’s 
College, the North Brisbane CAE and the 
Mt Gravatt CAE into the one Brisbane CAE. 
The State Minister for Education, Bill Gunn, 
has pointed to a saving of 2.4 million dollars 
over the next three years, thanks to the 
amalgamations, while neglecting to mention 
a projected increase of enrolments of 200%. 
This tolls a dramatic plunge for the quality 
of education in Brisbane’s CAE’s. 

Here at the University of Queensland we 
face our own internal problems as well as 
our struggle to have our say in the restruct- 
uring decisions. The State Government has 
expressed its opposition to open assessible 
unionism and is seeking an opportunity to 


split UQ into a compulsory service-orien- 
ed union and a voluntary “student’s repre- 
sentative council”. We may march and 
rally (and get arrested) but TEAS is still 
as remote. Students feel that they don’t 
have a voice, but our major problem is one 
of isolation. 

Geographically we are isolated from the 
centre of Federal action in the south. We 
have no real contact with other Queensland 
campuses. We are not in touch with the ideas 
of other Australian students. We may fight 
our campaigns, politicising a handful of our 
Union officials, but we achieve relatively 
little in the national stakes, 

Students are beginning to see the need for 
effective communication and exchange at a 
regional and national level. Students are 
beginning to understand the process of 
creating community awareness of the 
problems encountered in our Education 
system. The fact that the Labor Party and 
the Democrats have expressed opposition 
to the reintroduction of fees is evidence 
of the concern in the community with the 
struggles facing us as students and facing 
our student Union. Frustrated with the help- 
lessness of their dilemma, students again 
must look to building a strong national 
union to represent their interests at the high- 
est levels necessary. 

In our recent Student Union Elections, 
both the SWAT and SIT teams pointed to 
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the need to reaffiliate with AUS. An indep- 
endent candidate for the position of Nation- 
al Student Affairs Officer spoke only of 
uniting the Queensland campuses in a reg 
ional organisation. It appears that much 
needs to be done on our campus, 

We need to radically rethink the workings 
of our Union and our position on AUS. The 
AUS committee has not met for a year, 
little discussion was engendered on Council 
by our observers at January’s annual AUS 
Council, the AUS Secretary (now National 
Student Affairs Officer) who was elected 
at a by-election in May has not been known 
to do anything to foster awareness around 
AUS and the state of National Student 
Affairs. 


Students are painfully unaware of AUS, 
and do not realise how effectively it is 
working for us, despite the fact that we do 
not pay their subscription. Our officers 
use their resources and the up-to-date 
information available in all areas of Edu- 
cation. AUS sponsors debate on Education 
in the community and government. We 
model our campaigns on theirs and rely 
on them for advice and assistance. 

Certainly time has come for us to reaffil- 
iate financially with AUS, but more must be 
done. AUS? initial “fall from grace” in 1978- 
79 (most of the major Australian campuses 
seceded and AUS found itself in legal 
troubles) stemmed from the quality of its 
leadership. The National Civic Council 
had energetically pointed to the illegal- 
ities of AUS elections, the exclusiveness of 
its Executive, the Executive manipulation 


of information and control-of the media; in 
short, they pointed to AUS’ loss of a broad 
democratic involvement of rank and file. 

Reaffiliation with AUS is insufficient. We 
must concern ourselves with rebuilding it 
as a strong, open and accessible represent- 
ative of Australian campuses. Only then 
might we hope to see energetic involvement 
by all Australian students, and thence to 
a powerful national voice for student affairs. 

The fact that the AUS committee here 
does not meet anymore and that the NSA 
Officer has not tried to communicate with 
students is evidence enough of the unrespon- 
siveness of our Union to foster student 
involvement or Union Council involvement 
in national student affairs. 

The Union must now encourage more 
discussion and involvement in AUS, so that 
students might again sound out their posit- 
ions with regard to the national Union. 
Financial reaffiliation with AUS is a giant 
step forward for our Union. our interests, 
our rights (and privileges?), and for our 
national Union itself, the Australian Union 
of Students. 

At the regional level, the greatest contact 
between Queensland campuses has been 
established by the AUS Regional Organiser, 
who has been perhaps the most energetic 
personality on the Combined Campuses 
Committee to fight fees. The Committee 
has organised an Education Festival in 
King George Square on October 14th to 
foster community awareness of our prob- 
lems. Be there! 
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HAVE YOU BEEN SEXUALLY HARASSED OR 
DISCRIMINATED AGAINST? 
by academics or other Uni staff or fellow students. 


Sexual Harassment Includes — sexual innuendo, leering, touching, questions about one’s 

sexual life, regaling with tales of male prowess, comments on one’s physical appearance, 

academic rape (‘an A for a lay’), sexist jokes/comments of which female students are 
the butt... . the list is endless. 


COMBINED CAMPUS PHONE-IN 


SAT/SUN, 10th & 11th 
PHONE 371 1611 


October, 9 am to 10 pm. 


CONFIDENTIALITY ASSURED 


Even if some time has passed since you were sexually harassed or discriminated against and you 

have managed to ‘cope’ with it, your help and involvement with the phone-in may stop It happen- 

ing to other students by getting the issue out in the open and breaking the ‘conspiracy of silence’ 
_ which surrounds sexual harassment and discrimination on campus, 


Aborigines 





and Land Ownership 


Suddenly there is the question — 
why do they deserve land and not me. 
They'll stand in the way of progress. 
Why can’t they be happy somewhere 
else? 


In response, there is overwhelming evid- 
ence of history :— 

1) that they tended and preserved the 
land for more than 40,000 years in har- 
mony and satisfaction; 

2) that outsiders could hunt them, 
poison them, and herd them onto unusable 
land to exist on government and church 
handouts, 

3) that they suffered denial of rights to 
land, to call themselves human, to practice 
their religion, their language, and their 
ancestoral ways; 

4) that they were not entitled to the 
same wages, work, education, legal aid, or 
medicine such as other Australians had; 

5) that they lived for 100 years without 
resistence on the edges of a prosperous soc- 
iety without any of its benefits, and without 
the means to help themselves. 

If white Australians did not intend the 
Aborigines and Islanders to be so poorly 
catered for in society, they did very little 
to ensure that such problems did not develop. 

This issue of land ownership and self- 
Management for reserve Aborigines goes 
back to the beginning of Australia’s racist 
problem, and it meets very similar attitudes 
today as before. 

In 1977, then Minister for Lands, Mr 
Tomkins stated: “It’s all very well to say 


f Aboriginals owned Australia because they 


were here first, but we think that if they 
want to get hold of certain lands they should 
do it the same way as whites - work, make 
money, buy a block of land and pay it 
off . . . It was whites who developed Aus- 
tralia.” 

This attitude denies the peculiar realities 
of the Australian ‘situation’. 

Aborigines discriminated against in this 
century by white society have explained 
their experiences to members of the first Ab- 
original-conducted survey of 1977-78. Their 
views have been published in “Beyond the 
Act — Queensland Aborigines and Islanders: 
What do we want?” 

A 77 year old man at Townsville said, 
Worked on station — money was put into 
bonds but I never seen them to date, I 
tried to get my money but D.NA. (Depart- 
ment of Native Affairs) told me I had none. 

A 6l year old woman at Cunnamulla — 
Had to ask white manager to marry husband. 

A 59 year old woman at Cooktown — J 
was forced to leave Cape Bedford during the 
war and sent to Woorabinda where two girls 


j and one boy of mine died. 


A 20 year old man at Mt. Isa — The Act 
demoralizes, oppresses, discriminates, and 
destroys blacks. 

The hardships of life under Queensland 
control are circumscribed by 200 years of 
white denial of Aboriginal religion, culture 
and rights to lands. 

The issue of land represents, to the 
Aboriginals and Islanders, the link to their 
history and to their future survival. 
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Aboriginal people have lived harmoniously with 
this land for 400 centuries. M.E. STEWART 
examines why Land Rights are so important. 


Land to the Aboriginal is a spiritual 
living creature. Aborigines owned Aus- 
tralia by clearly defined tribal boundaries 
acknowledged and unviolated by all inhabit- 
ants. They worked it and lived well from it. 

‘Title deeds’ were embodied in the stories, 
myths and rituals of the communities. These 
myths and rituals were the law and order of 
Aboriginal society handed down meticu- 
lously from the dreamtime (creation) by 
word and movement. 

Sillas Roberts, Chairman of the Northern 
Land Council in 1977, explained the import- 
ance of the land in creation: ‘By dreamtime 
we mean that belief that long ago these 
creatures started human society; they made 
all material things and put them in a special 
place. These dreamtime creatures were con- 
nected to special places and special roads or 
tracks or paths. In many cases the great 
creatures changed themselves into sites 
where their spirits stayed. 
پ6‎ people believe this and I believe 
this. 

‘We worship spiritual sites today. We 
have songs and dances for those sites, and 
we never approach without preparing 
ourselves properly.’ 

He told how the creatures moved across 
the land shaping the people out of embryos 
moving in the earth. Those people belonged 
to those areas out of which they had come 
and if those areas were destroyed so too 


would be the people. 

In Aboriginal society there was no land- 
owning class, no landless class. All people 
were created from the earth, and had the 
right to live from it. : 

When the Aborigines worked the land, 
they strove for harmony rather than an ex- 
cess which would leave it marked or chang- 
ed, There were very harsh penalties for those 
who took more than they needed. 

When white settlers moved onto the land 
the Aborigine was expected to move from 
one site to another to make way for develop- 
ment and prosperity. 


That ‘shift the Abo’s’ mentality has 


become almost tradition for Australia today. ` 


Aborigines still live in dread of being moved, 
of not being consulted, of not being com- 
pensated even as much as to be allowed to 
work for equal pay and equal treatment 
under law. 

Senator Bonner spoke strongly against 
the ‘shift the Abo’s’ mentality when his own 
birth place, Ukerebagh Island on the Tweed 
River was handed over to land developers 
in 1977: ‘We have no great fond memories 
of the place . . . but we have very strong 
ties to it... It was a god-forsaken place 
infested with mosquitoes and sandflies when 
they sent our people there in the early days 
... It’s the same old story ... too good for 
the Aborigine now , . . The same thing 
happened at Weipa and Gove . . . There are 





a lot of Aborigines buried on that Island. 
I can hear the old voices and they are telling 
me “Son, you fight”. 

Despite the racist regulations and admin- J 
istration of the Queensland Acts, Aborigines 
and Islanders fear the proposed repeal will 
dispossess them of the seven and a half 
million hectares of reserve land on which 
they now live. 

Palm Island people say the new legis- 
lation would . . . “Allow mining companies, 
tourist developers and other friends and 
supporters of the Premier to come onto our 
land which we have known as our home for 
generations. 


‘We totally oppose anything less than 
Freehold Title to our land and self-manage- 
ment in its true sense.’ 


The abolition of the Acts may be an 
attempt by the Government to placate 
international opinion before the Common- 
wealth Games in 1982, or it may be to free 
the reserve lands for mining and tourism 
developers, 

Whatever the government’s reason, it 
does not satisfy the Aboriginal population 
which will have to live with the consequen- 
ces, because it does not secure the land for 
their future and it offers no hope of self 
determination. 
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George Hutchinson 
and the great Australian idealists 


. ye is one of those people who get 

A lost in the crowd. And is thank- 

= ful for it. But wide recognition 
and acclaim both from within Aus- 
tralia and abroad, have caught up with 
the quietly-mannered Sydney play- 
wright, George Hutchinson. 


His play, No Room for Dreamers, current- 
ly performing at the La Boite Theatre is 
one of the main reasons for Hutchinson's 
success. 

No Room for Dreamers is the first play 
of a trilogy about great Australian idealists 
who suffer badly in life. The idea of the 
play was conceived in 1972 when Hutchin- 
son was looking for a topic and ‘just re- 
membered Chidley’. It is the character 
Chidley who is the central focus of the 

lay. 
William Chidley was a famous Sydney 
eccentric, who, at the turn of the century, 
tried to persuade the public to adopt his 
idiosyncratic theories of life. 

His theories involved a natural diet of 
fruit and nuts, nudity and natural coition; 
sex in which an unerect penis would be 
drawn by a ‘vacuum’ into the vagina. 

Through his colourful and sometimes 
shocking speeches, Chidley brought down 
the wrath of the Establishment. He spent 
years in and out of jails, but despite this, 
he never gave up. 

‘This is very much what the play is about 
— never giving up’, Hutchinson said. 

Hutchinson is a great admirer of Chidley’s. 
‘People like Chidley who believed in their 
convictions and had such determination to 
keep going really inspire the human spirit, 
he said. 

Another reason for writing about Chidley 
was to tell people about that part of Aus- 
tralian history. 

‘There’s a growing interest in this period 
from about 1880-1918. I think it’s because 
it’s part of the growing new nationalism 
of Australians. 

‘We're reaching a maturity where we're 
willing to look at it and appreciate it. And 
Chidley was a landmark in Sydney — a real 
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‘event’ in our history. 

‘My philosophy on the theatre is that if 
you’ve got a good story to tell, tell it. 
I regard myself as a story-teller. But my 
personal choice always tends to have a 
mixture of tragedy and comedy. 

‘There’s a close connection between 
tragedy and comedy. If you think about it, 
someone is always suffering in both.’ 

No Room for Dreamers incorporates 
both themes. The first half is a series of 
scenes done humourously and then the 
play gradually darkens, 

The play adopts a Popular Theatre 
approach with no barriers between the 
actors and audience. 

‘ like that exchange because the actors 
_can draw on the energy of the audience. 
I always believe that every play should be 
accessible to anyone who walks off the 
street. I don’t believe in obscure elitist 
theatre.’ 

For a play described by its author as 
‘not a big champion play’, No Room for 
Dreamers has been performed to hundreds 
of audiences. Workshopped at the 1978 
National Playwrights Conference, it then 
when to South Australia and Tasmania. 
The play won great critical acclaim when it 
was presented at the Sydney Ensemble 
Theatre last year. Hutchinson and the cast 
then did an extensive tour of the U.K. 


One of the problems Hutchinson faced 
was how to tell the story. He devised a 
narrator figure, O’Kerr, who speaks in Banjo 
Patterson type verse. ‘It’s very difficult to 
use this device but it brings over the Aus- 
tralian Jaconic humour very nicely,’ Hut- 
chinson said. 

O’Kerr appears in the other two plays of 
the trilogy, thereby creating a link between 
them. 

Hutchinson praised the Brisbane pro- 
duction of his play. ‘When you write a 
play you always have ideals that are never 
fully realised in a production. But there are 
several nice little things in this production 
that have caught that, that haven’t quite 
been caught before,’ 

Hutchinson has just completed the 
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second play of the trilogy, “The Ballad of 
Billy Lane”. It follows the life of William 
Lane as Editor of the ‘Brisbane Worker’ 
who later set up a utopian colony in Para- 
guay. The final play is about Louisa Lawson 
and is called “Henry and Peter and Henry 
and Me”. 

But George Hutchinson is a little skep- 
tical of success. ‘Writing of any sort is a very 
tough game. Because No Room for Dreamers 
has been successful, it’s put a lot of pressures 
on me for subsequent plays, People say how 
you’re only as good as your last play but 
Fm determined to produce a better one. 
“The Ballad of Billy Lane” is better. 

I don’t care so much about what the 
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public think but the quality of the writing 
for myself becomes very important. It’s a 
personal thing.’ 

To typify his attitude, Hutchinson cited 
an empirical line from “The Ballad of 
Billy Lane”: 

‘A rooster today and a feather duster 

tomorrow.’ 

George Hutchinson appears to have the 
talent to rule the chook pen but if he did 
become a feather duster in the public eye, 
it wouldn’t upset him. 

— KAY NICOL 
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The new sexual leprosy 


American health authorities estimate that about 30 per cent of the 
sexually active population has herpes. Dr Louise Wilson, of the University 
health service, estimated that the incidence is probably just 
as high on campus. SHELLEY DEMPSEY investigates. 


Lepers have long since overcome 
the label, “unclean”. For there is 
now a cure for their disease. Not so 
with with still incurable Herpes, 
dubbed, “The New Sexual Leprosy” 
by the New York Times. 


It is often claimed by sufferers that the 
stigma of Herpes is worse than the disease. 
And the virus itself is no picnic. It is ex- 
tremely painful, especially for women, 
it is also unpleasant and uncomfortable. 
Time off work is often necessary. Urination 
is sometimes impossible unless in a warm 
bath. 

Today’s age of sexual promiscuity is 
probably rivalled only by that of the Roman 
Empire. And Herpes was a problem then, 
too. But in the era of the Roman Emperor 
Tiberius, Herpes was known as “the kiss- 
ing disease”, because it kept mainly above 
the waist. Therefore Herpes Type 1, as it 
is now known, which produces facial cold 
sores, is not too much of a problem. How- 
ever Herpes Type 2, which is the genital 
virus, can be quite a handicap. 

Herpes is incurable, which means that 
it tends to recur. In some people, it recurs 
with alarming regularity, in others, never. 
For those it does plague after the first and 
always worst attack, certain life adjust- 
ments must be made. After one decides 
that neither celibacy nor suicide is the 
answer, and that the disease must be lived 
with, one is in the best state of mind to 
cope with the new circumstances. Thus, 
the Herpes infection is commonly described 
in two stages, that of the initial attack and 
that of the recurrences. 


Herpes Type 2 is usually transmitted 
through intercourse, though a person with 
Type 1 can infect another through oral 
Î sex, thus producing a Type 2 infection. 
(The main difference between the two 
types is the geography of each.) The cross- 


over rate was estimated in a National Times 


article to be about 10 percent. 

Symptoms vary, but generally the virus 
first causing itching, then redness, then 
blisters in the genital area. (In women the 
infection may be internal: on the cervix or 
on the vaginal walls and may feel like 
thrush.) Within two to twelve days, after 
sexual contact, ulcers from the blisters 
appear, and may take between a few days to 
three weeks to disappear. 

After the initial attack, about 40 percent 
of cases experience recurrances of Herpes. 


The recurrances are not as severe as the in- © 


itial attack, for a degree of immunity is 
built up by this time. Eventually attacks 
cease in most cases, after about five to 
seven years. 

If you suffer from recurring Herpes, 
there may be a period where the know- 
ledge that Herpes disappears after seven 
years is small comfort, since the best years 
of your sexual life seem to be passing you 
by. Dr. Louise Wilson, from the University 
Health Service, puts this adjustment period 
at about the first six months after the onset 
of the disease. 


After that, she reports, most people 
tend to settle into some sort of pattern of 
life which takes the Herpes into account. 

The lifestyle needs to cater for two 

things. Firstly, the fact that Herpes re- 


currences often have certain causes which 
may or may not be avoided. These include 
fever, injury, menstruation, sunlight, pest- 
icides, emotional stress, heavy drinking, 
depression and most important, intercourse. 

Secondly, sufferers must cope with the 
fact that they may be infectious at any time. 


Doctors usually recommend that condoms- 


are used during intercourse, or that inter- 
course may be safe when sores are not vis- 
ible. This is just one of the ‘grey’ areas 
surrounding Herpes, Dr Wilson contends 
that Herpes sufferers are minimally infective 
all the time, and very infective at certain 


times. She said this could be because when 


the Herpes virus retires to the ganglion 
nerve centre at the bottom of the spine, 
after the first attack, it travels up and down 
the nerve canal. When the virus is down, 
usually sores are apparent, and the sufferer 
is infective. 

Of course, infection from intercourse is 
a two-way thing. Just because one person 
has Herpes does not necessitate that his or 
her partner will becorhe infected. Some 
people are immune to the virus, others just 
lucky. Still others have ‘latent’ Herpes, 
where symptoms never appear but the 
person becomes a carrier, as in cases of 
women who have Herpes on the cervix. 
43 percent of women have this form of 
Herpes, according to a British medical 
pamphlet. Since the cervix has no nerve 
endings, the woman cannot fee] any symp- 
toms. Some 20 percent of the sexually 
active population are ‘carriers’ according 
to another pamphlet. 


If ‘carriers’ of Herpes infect a partner 
in a stable relationship, it can have serious 
consequences. Accusations of sexual be- 
trayal may be unjustified, but, of course, 
the ‘carrier’ has no way of proving as such. 

These, however, are by no means the only 
problems associated with Herpes. 

The virus can have serious consequences 
in pregnancy. It is estimated in a British 
pamphlet that about 34 percent of women 
who have had Herpes either before or during 
pregnancy, suffer miscarriages. The normal 
rate is put at about ten percent. 

The most dangerous time for the baby of 
a Herpes sufferer is during delivery if the 
mother is experiencing an active attack of 
Herpes. Doctors usually avoid infection of 
the baby by using Caesarian delivery, or by 
taking other precautions (such as spraying 
surgical ‘skin’ over the sores). Babies deliver- 
ed normally during an active Herpes attack 
can die or survive with disabling brain or 
eye damage. 

Doctors are also seeking a connection 
between Herpes and cervical cancer. Scient- 
ists at Emory University in Atlanta, USA, 
report that a woman who has been infected 
with genital Herpes is eight times as likely 
to contract cervical cancer than one who has 
remained free of it. 

However, this is another ‘grey area’ to 
do with Herpes, and one which other scient- 
ists suggest could be on the wrong track. 
There is confusion as to whether high sexual 
activity, which increases the risk of Herpes, 
is the cause of cervical cancer, Thus, sexual 
activity may well be the cause of both Herpes 
and cervical cancer. 


Perhaps the largest grey area of all is the 
treatment of Herpes. There appears to be 
some concensus of medical opinion on the 


fact that Herpès is incurable, and that the 
most a doctor can do is make the patient 
as comfortable as possible, according to 
Dr. Wilson. 

In alleviating the symptoms, it is advis- 
ible to keep the area clean and dry. Cotton 
underwear is less irritant than synthetic. 
Frequent salt baths also help, especially 
for painful urination. Doctors can pre- 
scribe various ointments which are effect- 
ive, 

In preventing further attacks, various 
remedies have been tried and tested, none 
of which are completely reliable. If they 
were, drug companies would have flooded 
the market by this time. However, for the 
they are worth, these are the popular treat- 
ments. 

Massive doses of Vitamin C; 100 milli- 
grams of ascorbate per kilogram of body 
weight per day, taken in three or four doses, 
is the recommended dosage. 

Dr John Ely, a physicist with the Uni- 
versity of Washington, Seattle, has noted 
that over eight years of Vitamin C treat- 
ment, 90 percent of patients who tried the 
method experienced prompt, usually two 
day remissions. However, the body can 
suffer various side effects from high dosages 
of vitamin C, not the least of which is 
scurvy, which can set in afier the patient 
returns to normal Vitamin C consumption. 
This treatment is best undertaken with 
medica! supervision. 


Other treatments include the avoidance 
of certain foods containing & substance call- 
ed arginine. It is an amino acid which seems 
to promote virus growth, and can be found in 
nuts, seeds, and grains. One researcher also 
recommends the avoidance of Vitamin E, 
which he claims has the same effect as 
arginine. 





On the other hand, he claims that another 
substance, Lysine, inhibits the growth of 


‘viruses, and should be consumed in greater 


quantities by Herpes sufferers. Lysine can 
be found in milk products, fish, brewers 
yeast, and meat. 

Herpes is a disease which should be taken 
seriously, though of course, not too serious- 
ly. By that it is meant that total celibacy, or 
even suicide are clearly unwarranted, so too 
is the attitude that one’s sex life is too prec- 
ious to forfeit even in part, and that if 
sexual partners are not told about the prob- 
lem, yours will go away. 

A National Times article quoted a suffer- 
er with the latter reprehensible attitude . . . 
“Ive had Herpes Type 2 for five years. I 
enjoy sex and I have no intention of being 
monastic for the rest of my life. I can’t 
be sure of how many people I’ve given it 
to — what a question!” 

Clearly this person’s attitude is one to 
avoid, given the possible pain and emotional 
trouble into which many Herpes sufferers 
are plunged. A recipient of an indiscriminate 
infected person could cause the death of a 
child. 


According to Lousie Wilson, one of the 
biggest effects on people given the news of 
Herpes is to get “very bitter and twisted” 
about how they contracted the virus. But 
given the existence of ‘latent’ Herpes, it is 
unwise to get too bitter and twisted about 
this question. Herpes can be caught under 
Many circumstances. Catching it from a 
selfish, closemouthed partner is only one 
of them, Rumour has it that even the 
Pope caught Herpes from a blood trans- 
fusion after he was shot! 


۰تتتت7777تتں لٹ ت۸ CO FOR THE ROAD‏ ۳ہبت۰۰::: 






Ford released the Laser in March 
1981, hoping to capture the small- 
car market, which its predecessor, 
the Escort, never had. By current 
trends, it may well do this. 

The Laser, basically the same as the 
Mazda 323, but incorporating cos- 
metic and model differences, is cur- 
rently available only in hatchback 
form. The Laser tested was a Sport 
($7557), but there is a base 5-door 
L model ($6153), as well as 3 and 5 
door GL’s (from $6244). 


RIDE/HANDLING (7) 
_ Handling of the front-wheel drive Laser 
is excellent, comering smoothly and precise- 


EE Ee 
RATING GUIDE 


{1):FAIKLS — car fails completely to achieve 
what is required of it. 

(2):INCOMPETENT - car falls short of accept- 
able standards. Only meets some aspects. 

(3); LACKING — car falls marginally short of 
acceptable standards. Does what is required of 
it except for a number of minor points. 
(4)FAIR/COMPETENT — car meets acceptable 
standards. Does what is required of it but no 
more, 

{5):GOOD — car meets acceptable standards 
plus a little more, It achieves a margin above 
basic necessities. 

(6):SUPERIOR — car performs well above 
acceptable standards. 

(7)|:EXCELLENT — car excels, 


SS a ee SS ee Sea Ea 






Ken Grantham 
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ly. Further, body roll is negligible. The Laser 
is surprisingly stable on rough surfaces, 
creating no anxieties. Ride on the Sport is 
harsh due to the stiffer sports suspension, 
but the GL’s suspension soaks up all but the 
harshest bumps, even on rough surfaces. 

The rack and pinion steering is light and 
easy, but can be a little heavy while parking. 
Turning circle is good at 9.3M. 


PERFORMANCE/ENGINE (6) 

The Sport’s 1490cc engine (same as in 
the GL) has incredibly spirited perform- 
ance, it moves! Torque isn’t too good, due 
to the economical settings of the gear 
ratios. Cold starts are quick and easy (the 
Laser has the bonus of a manual choke). 
But the engine, when it’s hot, takes a little 
time to start. The engine is quiet and vibrat- 
ion-free at idle or driving, only becoming 
noisy at very high revs. High speed driving 
is very quiet and smooth, with little wind 
buffetting. 

Mainly high speed driving returns an 
excellent 44mpg, with suburban driving 
it should return about 35mpg {AS2077 
government test procedures). 

The Sport’s S-speed gearbox (GL:4- 
speed) has a short, sporty throw, but feels 
rubbery. The clutch is fairly light, so gear- 
changes can be made fairly quickly, 


SAFETY (5) 
Steel-belted radials aren’t standard on the 
GL, but optional ($106), Braking is OK, but 
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not sharp enough. This isn’t helped by a 
spongy pedal. 

The rectangular headlights provide ex- 
cellent penetration at either high or low 
beam. The rear lamp clusters are excellent, 
with large, bright indicators and brake 
lamps. The reverse lights are bright and 
provide good illumination at night. Front 
indicators are also visible from the side. 

Bumper-bars don’t seem to be that 
strong but will absorb minor bumps with- 
out deforming. Visibility is excellent. Fore- 
wards, the driver can see the edge of the 
bonnet. Rearwards, the car finishes at the 
hatch, so reversing is easy. Glass-area is also 
large. 


TRIM/FINISH (6) 

Finish on the Laser was fairly good, the 
only major faults being a poor cut on the 
carpet and a door panel that rattled. 

Instrumentation and dash layout is 
efficient and pleasing. Features of the GL 
include a push-button radio, a clock, rear 
hatch wiper, child-proof rear door locks, a 
day/night mirror, and good insulation from 
noise. 

Ventilation is good but in warm weather 
could do with air-conditioning ($740). 


ACCOMODATION (5) 
Legroom in the front is good, even with 
adults in the back. Rear legroom is surpris- 
ingly good for a car of this size. Likewise 
headroom in the front and rear is fairly 
good. But the rear seats are a bit short, 
and are uncomfortable. Front seats are 
reasonably supporting, but cry out for cloth 
facings. 
Driving position in the Sport is excellent 
with adjustable steering wheel and cushion 
angle, the GL lacking thesé. Steering wheel, 
handbrake, and gear lever are well placed, 
but the foot pedals are too close together, 
and are awkward 
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The hatch is wide, and luggage capacity 
is good, especially with the back seat down. 
The spare wheel is well out of the way. Plus 
there is a hatch light. 


SERVICIBILITY (4) 

The engine bay is small and tightly 
packed. The foreward opening bonnet re- 
stricts accessability. The oil filter, spark 
plugs, and carburettor adjustment are fair- 
ly awkward to reach and access to these is 
obstructed by the air filter. The distributor 
and brake fluid reservoir are unobstructed 
and easily accessible. 

Fuses are hidden on the dash, but are 
easy to check and replace. A big plus is the 
supply of a seven-piece tool kit by Ford. 
Spare parts are readily available through 
the extensive Ford network. 


SUMMARY (6) 

The Laser is a very competent car. It 
has the potential of being an excellent 
car, with its great engine, handling, equip- 
ment level and space efficiency, but it is let 
down by a number of niggling faults — 
mediocre brakes, seats, and cluttered engine 
bay. 

The Laser Sport offers excellent value for 
money as a cheap (but not nasty), econom- 
ical, but powerful sports car. The GL like- 
wise represents good value for money. 


AS A SECOND-HAND CAR 

The Escort, predecessor to the Laser, is 
a pleasant and fairly reliable used car. It 
has few mechanical problems, except for 
excessive engine , gearbox, and transmission 
wear on the sports models, the RS2000 and 
the earlier twin-cam model. The Escorts 
have reasonable performance and economy, 
good handling, and excellent gearbox, good 
driving position, and reasonable equipment 
levels. 

The major problem is poor quality 
control. Badly fitting doors and boot lids 
let rain water into the car and can cause 
rust. Check under the boot mat, under the 
carpet in the cabin, door bottoms, wheel 
arches, and the rear of the front guards for 
signs of rust (or touch-ups), 

Check the front suspension for sagging 
or wear, as it is expensive to repair, Final- 
ly, the engines in the Escort are hard to keep 
in tune, so rough idling is characteristic of 
the range. 

The Laser is a very good car, and seems 
set to take over the small four-cylinder car 
market. Whether it does so will ultimately 
depend on Ford’s ability to keep up the 


quality ot the car, and the quality of the 


forthearting competition (mainly the Holden 
Gemini replacement). Breakthrough though 
the Laser is, its brilliance remains a shade off. 
Next issue: SUZUKI 


Laser Sport supplied courtesy of Ford Sales 
Auchenflower. 


—CAMERON LAWRIE 





Semper, September 29, 1981 
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Anyone with tinsel images of New 
York featuring Bob Fosse, Woody Allen, 
Jack Lemmon or Shirley Maclaine may 
rediscover Macey'’s, Gimbels’ and Bloom- 
ingdales’ (shopping) or Madison Avenue, 
Skid Row, and 42nd Street. Rock and 
roll fans will head for Max’s Kansas City and 
CBGB’s whilst lovers of the classics will take 
their seats at the Metropolitan Opera or 
Carnegie Hall. 

Cheap entertainment abounds too: a 
Sunday in Central Park with several thousand 
other New Yorkers planning the week’s 
activities from the New York Times; spend- 
ing the day in the Museum of Modern Art 
for a dollar; haggling with a Jewish garment 


merchant in Soho; window shopping; 
watching a baseball game at Yankee Stadium 
for $2; a subway ride to Coney Island and 
back for $1.20; watching the crazies walking 
around Times Square; watching (but not 
playing, you can’t win) the illegal Three-Card 
Monte games along 5th and 6th Avenues; 
walking through Harlem; and, for the brave, 
risking a bus ride through the South Bronx. 
Rivaling in diversity the many nat- 
ionalities that constitute New York is 
the entertainment industry. ۸ sizeable 
portion of the world’s best performers 
can be found performing at any of the 
city’s hundreds of nightclubs. During the 
1981 American Spring the choice was 


particularly enticing: Baryshnikov had just 
beome the American Ballet Company’s 
artistic director and was presenting a strong 
programme of classical and modern dance at 
the Metropolitan Opera; Glenda Jackson, 
Mickey Rooney and Elizabeth Taylor (in her 
stage debut) were receiving good reviews on 
Broadway; the Sydney Dance Company was 
receiving rave reviews; Carnegie Hall was dis- 
playing some of the world’s best classical 
musicians and rock and roll fans had to 
choose between the Clash, the Jam, Madness, 
the new New York Dolls and Muddy Waters 
as well as several hundred lesser-knowns. Art 
(or rather anti-art) fans could even partak2 
in a Dada exhibition where the principal 
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performer threw pieces of cow flesh and 
fired a shotgun (load with blanks, but we 
didn’t know that) into the audience. Add to 
this the seemingly endless list of top class 
restaurants and less-than-glamorous bars 


and one discovers why many tourists visit 
primarily for the night life. 

Perhaps you will promise yourself to 
retum and see the rest of the country 
until you look back and realise that you 
only scratched the surface of this insomniac’s 
paradise. 





The new face of 
` Campus Travel 


SERVICES AVAILABLE AT CAMPUS TRAVEL— 
* INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL * 


, - Air: reservations and ticketing. . . 
. . Cruises: reservations and ticketing. . . 


`.. All inclusive student tours. . . 
.. Eurail passes... 
.. .Britrail passes and seapasses. . . 
„ . Special interest groups... 
. . Visas: application forms, .. 
.. Passport: application form. . . 
. „ Insurance: lowest possible available. . . 


* DOMESTIC TRAVEL * 
.. Air and coach: reservations and ticketing. . . 

.. Holiday packages: reservations and ticketing. . . 
.. Domestic airline concession cards: 25% reduction 
(issued at Campus Travel). . . 

. . Accommodation: reservations. .. 

. . . Youth Hostel application forms. . . 

. . Special Interest Groups. . . 


DON’T FORGET TRAVEL DAY — 
ON CAMPUS, OCTOBER 14 


Low price Greek, Lebanese and 
Asian meals and sweets 
Films from England, Greece 


Hong Kong etc. 


CAMPUS 


TRAVEL 


GROUND FLOOR, UNION BUILDING 


UNIVERSITY of QUEENSLAND 
Phone; 371 2433 or 371 2163 





Campus Travel, as you may or may 
not know, is half owned by the Uni- 
versity of Queensland students. Basic- 
ally, it is a joint venture by the 
University of Queensland Union and 
Jetset Tours, designed to provide 
specialised student service at the 
lowest cost. 


That’s old news though — what’s new? 


Campus Travel has a new manager, Sam 
Attar, who started in September, was born 
in Egypt but has travelled extensively 
(just ask him where he hasn’t been!) — 
mostly in the traditional student way — 
with a backpack and no money. So if you 
want a tip on the cheapest doss-house (or 
the one with the best fleas) have a chat 
with Sam. 

Sam’s work in Australia has been mainly 
‘ticketing’. This means that he has plenty of 
experience, and contacts, in the competit- 
ive field of air-ticket buying. This also means 
cheaper tickets at Campus Travel. 

Secondly, Campus Travel has been grant- 
ed 1.A.T.A, (International Air Transport 
Association) accreditation. As we already 
have Ansett, TAA, Greyhound ete. accred- 
itation this means that Campus Travel is 
recognised by, and able to deal directly 
with, virtually all major conveyancors — 
a definite advantage in terms of buying 
power. This also provides Campus Travel 
with greater price flexibility. 

So a new face for Campus Travel? With 
the help of Elena Walker, who has been with 
CT since its inception, Sam plans to develop 
group travel schemes -- tours in Australia, 
to the Snowy Mountains for instance, and 
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flights overseas, Group travel is fun and 
cheap. 

A new event that will become a regular 
feature too, kicks off this semester, On the 
14th of October, the Union Refectory will 
house a ‘Travel Day’. On that day, various 
ethnic dishes and material from places such 
as Greece, Singapore, Bali etc will be avail- 
able. We will also have film-screening and are 
likely to have one or more free air tickets 
and/or accommodation prizes to give away. 

So on October 14th, come over to the 
Refectory for something different. And if 
you have any travel queries, whether it be 
Nepal or Toowoomba, just drop in to 
Campus Trave]. 

—NIGEL PENNINGTON 
Union Treasurer 


He landed in dust, the kind that crawls into 
all cracks, gaps and splits. Little rain had the 
earth craving for wetness, that power to reju- 
venate, to make fertile the black stuff of soil. 
God, like all consumers, was not pleased with 
his space-ship. The Multi-Universal Company, 
ultimate source of production statistics, rates 
of growth, consumption graphs, covert advertis- 
ing, the nationalisation of the Transcendent, 
had accomplished the ultimate purchase — the 
rights of divination manifested methodically in 
the anthropomorphic myth sustained by the 
seductive sacrificial rites of messianic priest- 
hood. In other words, religion. 


So God, being reduced to a mere mortal, had 
invested in a second hand intergalactic space- 
ship. Admittedly it was not the most reliable 
means of movement, parts were hard to get, 
fuel prices were high and rust had gnawed in- 
cessantly at its body. Not being a proud God he 
didn’t mind. As a matter of fact, he loved the 
“old beast”. From Genesis to Revelation they 
had both been through it all together — the 
creation, the Egyptian episode (you remember; 
Moses pulled an Entebbe on the Pharoah . . . 
cunning old bastard Moses) then all those 
Psalms (somebody should censor those things) 
and right through to his son’s time. I forget his 
whole story but somehow he created a scandal. 
Anyway they tell me he was murdered in the 
end. I remember his father, God, when they 
told him the news; shook him up something 
bad. Guess he never realized what a mess, Jesus, 


adds Life 


A parable by LAURIE WRAY 


that’s his son’s name, got himself into. God 

was busy in those days. I mean, he’d just created 
a universe. And like الد‎ amateur inventors, he 
had to perfect it. But he forgot his son. Nice 
boy from what I recall — ended up with a pack 
of deviants around him. 


Anyway ... God and that spaceship have 
been most places. But earth he had bypassed 
most years, Too many problems — excess fat, 
daily muggings, too much alcohol, drug over- 
doses, cancer inducing peanut butter, nuclear 
blast radiation, old age, malnutrition, too much 
exercise, pollution, apathy, lack of sex appeal, 
medical bills, the wrong shampoo when the 
greasies set in, ‘Standard’ in your tank, bad 
breath, unemployment, Menopause, acne, 
mediocrity, loss of morals, procrastination and 
an over-exposure to emotional stress due to 
neurotic tendencies inherited in the psycholog- 
ical genctic factor from the biological structural 
damage sustained by the ovaries during the 
Cold War. Or in other words, fear as it is most 
commonly avoided. 


This time the “old beast” broke down and the 
earth was the nearest ball of rock on which to 
glide land to. The dust settled a bit before he 
fought his way out of the ship. Considering his 
achievements he looked comparatively young. 
God dressed simply in grease covered overalls; 
worn out sandshoes did their best to cling to 
his feet. His toe nails needed cutting and a dirty 
piece of cloth serving both as handkerchief and 


oil rag swung from a pocket. Slightly bald in 
the front, his hair deserved better treatment 
and a razor would not have scraped his face 
for many a day. But time is irrelevant to a bus- 
ied God, the creation comes first; that is, the 
universe, and personal affects always second. 


But being God has its drawbacks . . . like all 
those prayers “give me this, give me that”. What 
he needed was a secretary to reply to the, ‘fan 
mail’ as he called it. And he needed an agent as 
well; someone to manage all his appearances, to 
organise the blinding lights, loud noises, sell the 
T-shirts, the make-up kits, costumes, plastic 
look-alike dolls, the autographed copies of his 
book, and to generally flog the product to the 
undiscerning masses. But the budget had experi- 
enced severe cutbacks, rampant inflation had 
spread across the universe and staff ceilings had 
been imposed on God’s personnel. 


So there he stood in the middle of no-where. 
A glistening road shimmered in the distance. 
God hitched rides right around the earth. He 
hitched and hitched. He saw a man starving by 
the road side with running sores. He thought to 
himself “I did not create this suffering”. He 
went further down the road and saw a child on 
fire with napalm dripping [rom him. And again 
he thought “I surely did not do this”. Down the 
road a little he met a refugee racing frantically 
with her child and possessions. “I did not create 
refugees” thought God. Still further, he saw a 
distorted figure on a cross. “Surely I did not 


— Continued on following page — 
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cause this pain.” A few miles on he met a farmer 
who was hurriedly burying his meagre profits 
before the Multinationals devoured them. Next to 
this farmer stood an expert telling him he could 
increase his productivity if only he sold his land to 
the expert (at a fair and just price of course). 
Down the road from the expert sat a man in a 
lowing black gown with a facsimile of the tortured 
body on the cross hanging around his neck. He told 
the women and children and men to pray to God 
their Father to ask for salvation and forgiveness. 
He would surely answer them. But the mother had 
little energy to kneel and utter a word because of 
the burdens she struggled with during the day and 
the family she had to support. The men were tired 
from their useless activity in the fields and the 
children’s bones looked like they would snap if 
they were bent. And the man in the robe just kept 
on talking 


Up ahead was a small city. Everyone moved so 
fast, so determined to get “there” and acquire “it”, 
to earn a “bit more” because we are struggling you 
know especially with the two cars to keep and the 
children really do need that extra education, and 
those new kitchen time-savers are simply a necess- 
ity. I mean, where would we be without them. But 
that new video recorder would be so beneficial for 
the children; besides the neighbours have one and 


BOOKINGS FOR CAOUPS OF 
20 OR MORE $9.60 EACH 
PLUS 2 COMPLIMENTARY 
TICKETS 

PROKE LISA OW 221 $001 


BOX 326 BRAKE. 


"now for a perfec! farce — the laugh machine” 


“has wit & style — watching these two actors work وا‎ a joy” 


“Visitors — will simply laugh themselves sick” 


Pity seems to be in the air 

This gloomy, damp afternoon 

We both sit on serrated edges 

My we've waited for this moment 
Haven't we? 

My bands implaced in yours 

As we discussed freely > 

That you're leaving me for a woman 
This gay relationship bas ended 

So go find yourself another. 


Then there was you. 


Passing you on to a woman 

Is like passing a nail through my foot 

I've seen all through your days of egotism 
Flowing through tripping green pastures 
Blue skies and zen pants 

Yet I know your gutted love 


Muscle bound man, raw egg charm 
Passive little me. 


Then there was you. 


Trying to bite back my tears 

Not because of you, but the poor women 
Who will be subjected to your insecurities 
Thousands of women led into the sadness 
Of my thoughts, 

We got along fine 

You on my back, me on my knees 
Regretting the first time of your weight. 


Then there was you. 


Your bride draped in white 
Confetti falling all around you 
Bells toll out the gift, man and his maid 


Shows all over your face 
I will sit here and tolerate: 
Your crocodile tears, poor bastard. 


Organ music whines away, aisles of tears 
Futuristic golden weddings, choirs ascending 
Embarking on the holiest of bolies 


I thought we had a love? 


Then there was you. 


That would groom into perfection 


Mothers crying about losing a daughter 


A gambler with an ace high straight 
Kentucky bourbon takes us unaware 
Shaking me off bis tattoo’d arm 
He's so tough with so many bluffs 
Falling into his large clenched fists 


we don’t want to be outdone do we? And Coke 
adds Life and of course the price of petrol just rose 
(bloody Arabs) the market is flooded with second- 
hand pantyhose, the Japanese are colonising every- 
thing in sight, the Americans are schizoid about 
Watergate, the arms race, truth, justice and Coke 
adds Life, the Russians are rapidly multiplying, the 
Poles are digging in or out, the PM has caught a- 
cold (tch ich the Arctic ice masses arg melting to 
drown the earth in 7000 years time, anarchy reigns 
supreme in the Vatican, Kampuchea is a devastated 
pile of human carnage and Coke adds Life, inflat- 
ion decreased marginally but skyrocketed as the 
popularity of peanut butter fell drastically (it 
causes cancer anyway), the liberation movements 
of the world united yesterday to launch a Marxist 
struggle sententiously structured to maliciously 
manipulate the UN to fund next summer’s latest 
guerilla warfare uniforms, the banks demanded an 
increase in housing interest to alleviate increasing 

- inflation resulting from the fall in popularity of 
peanut butter because people want to stay healthy 
and Coke adds Life. 


God was depressed at the chaotic life on earth. 
He wanted to get out of it all. He wanted to retire? 
But what do you do with an unemployed God? 
And who would pay the superannuation for a 
being who had been around since time began? 

He wanted to retire, I mean, if you had created 
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"It's the best live comedy show Perth has seen in years” SUNDAY INDEPENDENT - 


“Ytunny and fast — a marvellous show . . 


. SO very, very funny — the funniest thing 


l have seen for years — It was tremendous’ GUEST CRITICS, WEEKEND NEWS 


The best man in tears about losing the groom. 


Then there was you? 


CHRIS MAVER 





everything and everyone in the last eon of years 
and all that is truly good and wholesome (just 

like black coffee, orange juice and Special K) 

and then to be blamed, abused, ultimately damned, 
horrifically cursed, accused for allghat was evil 
(like hangovers, the 40 hour week and Monday 
mornings} you too would want to run away from 
it all, to find a warm cosy place to rest your weary 
bones. 


A tired God stumbled dejectedly back to his 
space-ship. His shoulders slumped forward. I watch- 
ed him amble towards the ship. Just as he came to 
it and climbed aboard, an executive type young 
man, attache case in hand, rushed up. 

“You're God aren’t you?” said the executive type 
young man. 

He hesitated first then “Yes that’s right”. 

“Well, sir, eh God, our company would like to 
sponsor your Cause.” 

“Who’s that?”’.God asked. 

“Coca Cola sir.” 


God closed his hatch on the ship, much to the 
surprise of the executive type young man. The ship 
coughed, spluttered like a heavy smoker on a cold 
morning. He blased off, without looking back. 

No one’s seen him since. 
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| lack of airplay due to its virulently anti-Ron Reagan lyrical content. 


When pioneering cult bands split up, it’s traditional to follow 
the ex-members to see if they move on to the glass navel stage or 
try the commercial self parody approach. Fortunately the fragment- 
ation of the old Human League seems to offer a more satisfying 
alternative; the pursuit of the ideas which made the original group 
interesting in a more ambitious and open framework. 


lan Marsh and Martyn Ware were the musical side of the Human 
League; THE pioneer purely electronic pop band from Sheffield, 
England, Leaving vocalist Philip Oakey and visuals organiser Adrian 
Wright to flash out a new look Human League with dancing girls; 
Marsh and Ware promised a new production company project. 


What appeared is the British Electrical Foundation with the 
stated purpose of being involved in a variety of different production 
and recording ventures, 


The first of these is Heaven 17, comprising Marsh, Ware and 
vocalist Glenn Gregory, who had produced a great electra-funk 
single — ‘We Don't Need This Fascist Groove Thang’. *...Groove 
Thang’ is in fact a prime contender in the ‘danceable solution stakes’ 
for music which appeals to both the dancing feet and the enquiring 
mind, 


The British Electrical Foundation has also released a cassette — 
‘Music for Stowaways’ ~ and promises a flurry of releases in the 
near future. The Groove Thang single tasted some of the commercial 
success that eluded the old Human League. It was hampered by 


Hopefully the BEF personnel will maintain the humour which char- 
acterised the League, as they watch the ironic post split success of 
the new Human League. i 

The cult appeal of the pioneer League has been parlayed into 
two appealing second generation synthesizer pgp bands to reap the 
benefits they helped make possible for Gary-come-ately Numan 
et al. 

Glen Gregory and Martyn Ware explained how the British Elect- 
tical Foundation and Heaven 17 plan to back up their sales pitch 
over a bad telephone link from Sheffield to DAMIEN LEQWICH in 
Brisbane. 

The following quotes have been rearranged for your reading 
convenience, Nowreadon.... 







E HUMAN LEAGUE 





H 
THE SYNTHETIC HISTORY OF T 


MARTYN — Synthesizers? Basically they were the easiest 
instrument to play for the complete beginner in music. 


They didn’t take any specialist skills. ; 
Plus, in the early seventies, the most interesting music UE 
that was going on, to my mind, was the stuff that involved DEAD LONG LIVE THE LEAG 
synthesizers, like the early Roxy Music material, Also the THE LEAGUE 5 ۱ 
early Emerson, Lake and Palmer material, for that matter, ; 3 مک‎ 
nd ما‎ Crimson. All groups with a keen interest in elec- MARTYN — Basically it was a clash of personalities be- 
tronics, tween myself and Philip (Oakley). We had been close 
It seems to me, logically, with the onslaught of tech- friends, not just acquaintances, since 1972. Consequently 
nology, that was the way things would develop. !t seemed he began to tolerate less and less disagreement and dissent- 
the rational step to buy a synthesizer, ion within the group. 
It never occurred to me ina million years that we would 
ever be in a big group or that we would sign to a record 





| know Philip very well and | couldn't tolerate that. | ff 





company. We were incompetent musicians. Also, the sort 
of music we enjoyed listening to wasn't involved with the 
technical side of electronics, It was basically pop music, 
chart music, 

The original idea of the Human League was like a crazy 
mad scientist experiment trying to form a group entirely 
based on electronics. Nothing but synthesized sound form- 
ing the backdrop for the vocals... 





knew for a fact that | wrote the majority of the music. 


Purism became dominant. Had we got vast amounts of 
money and our own 16 or 24 track studio, there is virtual- 
ly nothing you can't do with synthetic sound. 


But we weren't a rich group because of our lack of true 
commercial success, Consequently, some of the things we 


—Continuad on page 28— 
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THE PARTY: Iggy Pop (WEA) 

Geez ١ laughed. ‘Sooner or later/i‘m gonna squeeze 
ya like a tomater.’ Meat imagery is old (party) hat, 
vegetables are in, And iggy Pop (corn) is throwing a 
vege-sexist party. 

Actually, this album was going to be the soundtrack 
to a film called ‘Vegetable House’ — it was supposed to 
be a trilogy with ‘Animal House’ and ‘Mineral House’, 
but Joh got the copyright on the latter and Mondo Rock 
did ‘it's a coal, coal world’ for a Utah ad on T.V. 

So what's this selection like? Some of the songs are 
funny, some are OK rock and roll, some are just plain 
boring. 

‘Rock and Roll Party’ is notable only because Iggy 
complains abaut the low down bums he meets through 
rock and roll — you know the sort who take a leek 
outside during intermission. , 

“Eggs on Plate’ is a bit incongruous but maybe l'm 
just being pedantic. 


‘Pumpin (for) Jill’ just shows you how a typograph- 
ical error can ruin the meaning of a song — it started off 
as a tender vegetarian love song called “Pumpkin for 
Jill’, Listen carefully for the silent ‘k’, 

One recent songs that was sadly omitted was ‘Arti- 
choke’, Apparently, live iggy dedicates it to Linda 
Lovelace! Curious, | looked up the word in my cook- 
book and this is what it said: 

The leaves should be pulled out with the fingers, 

dipped in the sauce, and the soft end sucked. 

When the centre is reached, the choke, or soft 

flowery part, if not already taken out, is re- 

moved, and the bottom, which is the chief del- 
icacy is eaten with a knife and fork. 

| just wonder whether that bit about bottoms was a 
bit ambiguous for Iggy. 

But what does it matter? | still recommend the album 
to all you guys who raise your own cucumbers or who 
think onions are fun. 

— IAN GRAY 
P.S. Something to be proud of is the fact that the 
Go-Betweens did it first — remember that single that 
goes ‘Yeh, yeh, carrots.’ ` 
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FOUR SIDE AFFECTS: The Jam, E.P. 7 and 
10 inch (Polydor) 


in the U.K. last year, the Jam was voted the Most 
Popular Band by N.M.E. readers, while the year’s 







Best Single ‘Going Underground’ was all but being 
ignored in Australia. . 

Let’s be philosophical, shrug shoulders and say, that's 
life. A small suspicion creeps in that the reason Austra- 
lians don’t like the Jam is similar to the reason the 
English don't like many Australian bands. 

The Jam understand and sing about what it’s like 
to be young in England today. It’s accurate, never rom- 
antic and it doesn’t seem to translate. 

That said, maybe you should give the Jam another 
chance, Four Side Affects brings together four of 
the Jam’s best, recent singles. 

From the wry comment of ‘Start’, 

If we communicate for one minute only 

That will be a Start 

To the warning in ‘Eton Rifles’, 

To the cynical ‘That's Entertainment’. 

To the complete disgust of ‘Going Underground’. 

The public gets what the public wants 

But | want nothing that society wants 


Four great songs, offering the best of the Jam. 
-ANNE JONES 





One interesting aspect of blacks asserting them- 
selves in Australian society, is their entry into 
the rock music field. No Fixed Address is an all 
aboriginal, Adelaide band, 

Bart Willoughby (drums), Lesly Graham (guitar), John 
John Miller (bass), Chris Turner (rhythm), play an infectious 
blend of rock and reggae that they term their ‘own music’. 

Drummer, Bart also plays didgiridoo. Although he hasn't 
fully intergrated it into the music, he does provide a sur- 
prise by playing both drums and didgiridoo at once. He is 
definitely the backbone of No Fixed Address with his 
intricate rhythms. Bart along with Chris writes most of the 
group’s songs. 

As they are all indiginous people, they have some in- 
teresting lyrics. One song {from their dreaming) is called 
‘Vision’ and is a strong song, creating images of Aboriginal 
mythology. Another tune, ‘Black Man’s Right’ is their 
view on land rights, self-defence and authority. 

While they don't fly any banner as such, they are con- 
cerned with lifting themselves out of Australia and gaining 
overseas recognition, as Australian black musicians. 

As Lesly Graham pointed out, there are blacks in New 
Guinea and Africa, for example, who do not know that 
Australia has its own black people. 

No Fixed Address visited Melbourne, Canberra and 
Sydney recently and hope to negotiate to come to Queens- 
land, sometime in the future. It would have to be worth 
their while they say, as they suffer a lot of harrassment 
while on the road. 

Along with another Adelaide aboriginal band - Us Mob, 
they made a film called ‘The Wrong Side of the Road’, 
which is about their lives as musicians. 

The group finds that being black and on the road means 
they are wide open for undue attention. In recent months 
they’ve had themselves and their equipment searched and 
have baen stopped playing gigs without explanation. 

On the other hand, they were blatantly ignored at the 





Adelaide Festival of the Arts. Prince-Charles was presented 
to all of the artists who performed at the concert for the 
festival, excepting No Fixed Address. 

Their sense of humour carries them through the diffi- 
cult times. 

No Fixed Address used to play rock’n‘roll but at all- 
black gigs fights used to break out. So now apart from a 
few outstanding songs and some blues based numbers, their 
music is based on reggae. Their main influences are Jimmy 
Cliff and an English band, Misty. 

The reason they play reggae, they say, is that it makes a 
black person listen and feel proud. 

—DONNA McLACHLAN 
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FICTION TALES: Modern Eon (CBS) 


It's probably doing Modern Eon a disservice to des- 
cribe them as a lesser imitation of Irish band U2, but 
that’s the impression gained from Fiction Tales. 

On U2's debut album of last year, ‘Boy’, standard 
rock instrumentation was used sparingly but effectively 
to suggest certain moods and feelings. Modern Eon 
produce superficially similar sounds but the results 
fail to induce the same degrees of emotional response. 

The comparison between the two albums is inevit- 
able but unfortunate. On their own merits, ‘Boy’ is a 
classic of its kind, whereas Fiction Tales is merely 
standard modern British doomistic muzak. It also has 
a problem with unnecessary and pretentious sound 
effects, such as the crashing waves/heavy breathing that 
lead into the track ‘Mechanic’. 

Why settle for second rate? 

—MATT MAWSON 





THE LEAGUE OF GENTLEMEN: (Polygram/ 
Import), LET THE POWER FALL (Editions 
EG/import); Robert Fripp. 

Both of these albums are adequate demonstrations of 
the differing fields of creative endeavour with which 
Fripp has involved himself in recent months. 

Of late, Fripp has been a much maligned character. 
A recent Rolling Stone review of his last album “God 
Save the Queen/Under Heavy Manners”, referred to the 
sleeve notes as “art rock pomposity’’, thereby totally 
missing the sense of humour involved. 

The League of Gentlemen is essentially an exten- 
sion of Fripp’s interest in dance music explored on 
“Under Heavy Manners”. However, the overt reference 
to disco on that record has been avoided on the “League 
of Gentlemen”. 

Although released under Fripp’s moniker, the League 
of Gentlemen are/were a band. They consisted of 
Barry Andrews (XTC, Iggy Pop} on organ, Fripp on 
guitar, Sara Lee on bass and Jonny Toobad on drums, 
later replaced by Kevin Wilkinson. 

Although an instrumental band, Fripp has compiled 
three “indiscretions”. These consist of Fripp’s guru 
J.G. Bennett (“Heptaparaparshinoch” being a direct 

` reference to Bennett's Law of Seven) and taped inter- 
Views. This proves to be a most effective device used to 
great success on “Exposure”. 

The League of Gentlemen is an album that clearly 
states it ambitions and within these confines succeeds 
admirably. Dance music with some very interesting 
Frippy perversions, 

Let the Power Fall is subtitled an album of Fripper- 


9 





tronics. It is precisely the kind of record for which Fripp 
receives the most flak. 

This is very much a direct extension of “God Save the 
Queen”. In fact, the tapes that form the new album are 
taken from the 1979 Frippertronics tour of restaurants, 
canteens etc. which formed the “God Save the Queen” 
album. 

Where as The League of Gentlemen is very much an 
accessible piece of music (currently residing in the U.S. 
Top 100) Let the Power Fal! does not possess the same 
mass market appeal. Frippertronics involves Fripp solo 
with two tape recorders building up a self-repeating 
sound framework, 

The record must be listened to in the right context. 
Fripp has devised two categories for this field of his 
work, pure and applied Frippertronics, Pure Fripper- 
tronics is what can be found on Let the Power Fall, 
consisting only of the first tape loop. The second cate- 
gory, applied Frippertronics, involves the use of the 
technique in conjunction with other instrumention 
(wonderfully displayed by his work with Bowie on 
the Scary Monsters. . . album). 

Robert Fripp is very much an aquired taste. He has 
taken the guitar beyond its narrow confines and created 
a whole new sound which both challenges and inspires. 
The League of Gentlemen is destined to be the greatest 
success for his campaign in the market place but this 
should not disqualify his work with pure Frippertronics. 

—TONY GILSON 





ANYWHERE: New Musik (CBS) 


Once upon a time, Art Nouveau captured the popular 
culture market with clean sweeping curves that stylised 
the visual form. No parallel was seen in Music Nouveau 
— it never existed. 

Then pop! ... the synthetic music market . . „and a 
new tool, the sterile organ — an instrument that only 
biossomed at the hands of a few skilful minds. 


The punk defunct and pointy-heads straightened 
their noses 


Finally, in 1980, New Musik arrived, with a 


lyrics, ۳ 

Tony Mansfield, a composer of TV jingles, writes, 
sings and produces all their songs and plays guitars and 
keyboards, accompanied by Tony Hibbert (bass), Clive 
Gates (keyboards) and Phil Towner (drums and per- 
cussion). 

New Musik do not represent the beginnings of a novel 
musical trend, rather they summarise a contemporary 
style — using a large pool of musical resources shared by 
groups such as The Buggles, Klaatu and The Reels, to 
generate a sound with a wide appeal — especially to 
those lost in the clouds, as opposed to the gutter. 

New Musik's themes are directed at the frustrated 
thinkers of the electronic age, as in songs from From 
A to B such as Living By Numbers, Straight Lines and 
Science. The search for security and identity dominates 
the album — ‘Santuary’, ‘The Safeside’, ‘On Islands’ and 
ʻA inap of You’ - “can’t you see, don’t you know, you 
are here”. 

Anywhere is not as bright an album as From A to B. 
The songs generally feeling more drawn out, with fre- 
quent repetition of lyrical phrases, and a more prom- 
inent use of synthetics. 

Mansfield frequently takes the integration of vocals 


and music to the extreme — overdubbing synthetic 
‘voices’ out of syne with his own voice — which itself 
may be treated to slide and whoosh, merging into the 
musical accompaniment. 

Character lacking in synthetics is balanced by satu- 
rating the listener with a variety of sounds, whilst char- 
acter is gained through duelting tempos — combating the 
problem of pure sounds readily becoming familiar. 

The themes presented are similar to those on their 
first album, perhaps a little more ominous, as evidenced 
by the first and last tracks — They AH Run After the 
Carving Knife and Back to Room One. Other topics are 
Areas, Luxury, Design, Peace, Traps and Division. The 
lyrics are very concise, restricting information content, 
relying heavily on the music and reinforcement through 
repetition to get the message across, While | prefer 
From A to B, Anywhere is a more subtly clever album — 
even to the extent of the layout of the lyrics in the 
inside cover. The background to the following lines 
changes all the time, running from Mansfields chin, 
over the colour photographs’ black border, onto grey, 


here is a scheme 
essential magazine 
changing all the time 
changing all the time 
this is design 

this is design 

this is design 


—ASHLEY BOWEN 


Sa SS 
MAGAZINE. 


magic, murder and the weather 
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-From page 26— 


liked we couldn't synthesize because we didn't have the 
equipment to do it. 

Now | know in the context of the old Human League we 
would never have been able to get around that without 
investing a lot in new equipment. So it seems a more 
interesting idea to forget the old dogma and do the music 
we wanted to do. 

| don't think it was a Compromise we took lightly. We 
actually wanted to do it. 


i ON 
RITISH ELECTRICITY s FOUNDATI 


B 


MARTYN — Heaven 17 is the first manifestation of the 
British Electrical Foundation. Glenn (Gregory) is our 
first vocal discovery. If we find any other vocalists we want 
to work with, there will be other group images formed 
around them and we'll be part of that group as well. 


GLENN — ! joined Heaven 17 from the start, even before 
the Human League split up. it was Martyn and myself. 
We weren't sure if lan (Craig Marsh) was going to leave the 
Human League but he did. 

8.۴۰۴۰ is signed to Virgin Records. l'm signed to 8.۰ 
not to Virgin. i'm employed by B.E.F. as will be any 
other artist who comes under the B.E.F. umbrella. 


MARTYN - The deal we've got with Virgin is as a pro- 
duction company. We must present to them anything we 
produce. If they want to use it, they must take up their 
option within a month, After that we can use it as we wish. 
| don't think there's going to be too many problems. Our 
aims are very similar, 

We are more interested in the more commercial side of 
music, We are interested in; quote, unquote, serious music; 
but pop music is our main aim at the moment, 

If (Heaven 17) were performing live, the likelihood is 
that we (Martyn Ware and lan Craig Marsh) wouldn't 
actually take part. Performing is an activity which we 
would delegate other people to take responsibility for. We 
regard songwriting and production as our real job. 


ABOUT THE GROOVY FASCIST THANG 


7 GLENN — There's loads of groups in England who do try 
to get political messages over using music, but they're going 
it in such a way that it’s almost like preaching to the con- 
verted. 

The Pop Group, in particular, they had a single called 
‘How Much Longer Must We Tolerate Mass Murder?’ First 
off, Fascist Groove Thang was going to be called ‘How 
Much Longer Must We Tolerate This Fascist Groove Thing?’ 

Anyway, the way they do it is not really getting over to 
anybody because the style of music they do is very... 

g elite. 

The people who listen to that kind of music already 
know what's going on. They're not really going to be en- 
lightened by what these groups are saying. 

We attempted to write a song with a much more accept- 

m able front. 

Also, it was written the day after the American elect- 
ion, which we stayed up all night and watched on T.V. We 
were getting over the shock of Reagan getting in, which 
explains the slight anti American flavour. 
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MARTYN — The original intention behind the lyrics was 
satire. But there is a continuing concern that people should 
try to understand what's going on around them and not 
ignore it. That does not necessarily mean you have to be 
serious all the time. You can still enjoy yourself. In fact, 
you'd better enjoy yourself while you can. 


GLENN — {The single) really started taking off but they 
still wouldn't play it on the radio. What we did, was change 
the lyrics for the radio, We changed: 


Reagan President elect 
Fascist god in motion 


to Cowboy god in motion. 


They were upset about the word fascist. In the end we 
changed that to ‘Axis Groove Thang’. 


Also, Gary Glitter; we're planning to do an Elvis number 
with him, 


GLENN — Before Martyn and tan formed the Human 
League, the two of them were in a band called The Future. 
B.E.F. are putting out a budget album of all the archive 
stuff The Future did. It kind of predates Gary Numan, the 
Human League and anybody in the synthesizer music 
upsurge, 


PUBLIC IMAGE LIMITATIONS 


GLENN — We were very conscious at the beginning of not 
ending up like Public Image. When PiL started it was all 
that company business — we're going to do this we're 
going to do that. 





MARTYN — The paranoia around the time of writing the 
lyrics was based on a couple of T.V. programmes about the 
likelihood of nuclear war in the next decade; and the rise 
of fascism and the fact that the Americans are much more 
likely to cause total annihilation. 

What can you do about it? If in some small way we 
might motivate the youth of some satellite nation of 
America to make a noise about what's going on, then 
that's more worthwhile than trying to get a pop single in 
‘the charts for a week, 


THE FUTURE AND B.E.F. 


GLENN — We've just finished a Heaven 17 album of which 
one side features John William (the bass and rhythm guitar- 
ist on the single) in the Fascist Groove Thang style. 

We're also working on a cover album called ‘Music of 
Quality and Distinction’ which will feature people like 
Sandy Shaw and Gary Glitter and other raves from the 
grave, | hope they're not going to hit me for saying that. 

We'll be working on doing songs that they like and 
they‘H be covered in an electronic B.E.F. fashion, 

| myself do several. | do ‘Witchita Linesman’ a Glen 
Campbell number and ‘Perfect Day’ by Lou Reed, 

Sandy Shaw will probably sing ‘Be My Baby’ the 
Ronettes number. 


MARTYN — We've done ‘Are Everything’ the Pete Shelley 
number which is also on the B-side of the new single ‘I’m 
Your Money’. 







RUST NEVER SLEEPS 





FESTIVAL HALL 


B.E.F. said the same thing but we are actually doing 
things. We are consciously trying to keep up with what we 
said we were going to do, 

Public _Image aren't proving themselves despite the 
corporate imagery, 


MARTYN - As far as I'm concerned PiL aren't a company. 
They're legally a company but they don’t operate like one. 
They are a group. 

B.E.F, is myself and lan, as songwriters and performers, 
for the backing of any project we choose to produce. 

We are more interested in working with outside artists, 
now, where as the Human League as an entity wasn't at all. 
Our interests in discovering new music led to finding John 
Wilson who | think is a very good and talented person. 
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GLENN — There's quite a big funk think here at the mom- 
ent, Everybody and their brother are playing funk or what 
they call funk. ۱ wouldn't tike to call it funk. And we're 
slightly being drawn into that although we're a little 
worried about that. We don't want to be known specially 
for that. We want to diversify. We're not particularly look- 
ing for a shelf for ourselves, 


= 


MARTYN - We're enjoying organising ourselves and acting 
in a different way. But for the general population of 
Britain, especially the young people, it’s pretty awful. 

We've been considering moving to Australia as the 
safest place in a nuclear war. 
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Medieval necromancy 


EXCALIBUR: Starring Nigel Terry, 
Nicholas Clay. 

Most filmmakers dream of packag- 
ing their own films and only a handful 
manage to set the cinema-world 


alight with their finished efforts. 
Many would find the daunting task of 
not only directing and producing their 
films but also writing the screenplay 
a drain on their creative resources. 


Those directors who were originally 
writers can overcome such an obstacle, 
but directors who get in the position to con- 
ceive and finance their projects sometimes 
feel that being in that position also makes 
them writers. The three-cornered hat of 
producer/director and writer perches pre- 
cariously on the head of John Boorman, 
who gave us ‘Deliverance’. Having nursed 
his own vision of ‘Excalibur with its under- 
lying theme of conflict, he gathered around 
him enough professionals who managed to 
salvage most of what might have been pure 
self-indulgence. 


` ‘Excalibur’ is a film of heavy portentious- 
ness, a heady mixture of myth and necro- 
mancy, of valour and loyalty. Laced with 
dreamlike substances. It is a brooding 
cultural creation. In the fight scenes, with 
. swords clanging, both the vanquished and 
the victors emit strangled cries of anguish, 
‘warding off death: in fact death becomes 


CANNONBALL RUN: Stars Burt 
Reynolds, Directed by Hal Needham. 
(Hoyts Regent) 

‘Cannonball Run’ is really an open admit- 
ance that specialised films, of only marginal 
interest to general audiences, will serve as a 
magnet to other people who care about their 
own unique pursuit, Car-buffs are such a 
group and judging by their shrieks of 
approval at the sight of a Ferrari or a Lam- 
borghini in this film of pure chrome, one 
accepts unconditionally the simple reminder 
that people enjoy themselves in various ways. 


On a more serious level, this film is indic- 
ative of the open contempt with which Am- 
erican motorists treat the 5Smph blanket 
speed limit. It also shows in a way, that to 
circumvent such legislation by a race which 
is organized by motoring writer Brock Yates, 
will result in surprising statistics concerning 
safety. Yates wrote in ‘Car & Driver’, a num- 

` ber of articles which challenged the official 
thinking that he claimed produced endless 
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inevitable for a number of characters, it 
occurs with monotonous regularity, but it 
is not tinged with any communicable sense 
of suffering. 

Everyone heard about knights in shining 
armour; in this film they are the Knights of 
the Round Table, bedazzling the onlooker 
with refracted light from polished stainless 
steel. Light plays a major part in this film. 
The location shots are bathed in naturally 
diffused light, leaving behind the meagre 
illumination of the studio for the intense 
light of the day, capturing the exploding 
quality of the sun’s ephemeral rays. But 
such technical competence hides the attempt 
to prowl the Freudian corridors of the mind. 


For Boorman such prowling leads him 
down a corridor, trying his weight against 
any door which might yield — entering into 
sometimes sparse but often symbolically 
complex states of mind, The well-known 
myths of King Arthur and the whole Dark 
Ages bit is given a different interpretation.. 
This results in his creation looking and 
sounding a mass of inoperative whimsies be- 
cause Boorman is not a good enough writer 
to make them work. This is somewhat less- 
ened by the competence of the whole crew 
as well as most of the cast. Merlin (Nicol 
Williamson) is full of shrewd and wily moves, 
while the Shakespearean actress Helen 
Mirren (Morgana) shines in her role of the 
cool witch-seductress. Nigel Terry as King 
Arthur is bereft of the magnitude and pres- 


problems for motorists, especially in the area 
of safety on freeways and highways. 


The uninitiated might accept this after 
it has been pointed out to them, but the 
audience it was really intended for already 
know most of the facts which spring from 
the race. An earlier effort based on the idea 
was ‘The Gumball Rally’ which was easier 
to enjoy as it never tried to ennoble its 
basic appeal. Yates wrote the script for this 
asphalt chariot-race, where the screaming 
of the tortured tyres drowns out bellowing 
exhaust, as entrants drive their motley assort- 
ments from coast to coast. 


This film lacks a sense of urgency because 
it is concentrated around the unusual driver- 
car combination and the resulting farce 
which springs from a number of shop- 
worn situations, The cast has Burt Reynolds 
in a pivotal role and his genial, unconcerned 
comedy style is good enough for a few 
laughs, But there is hardly anything to go by 
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ence befitting a mythical king. 

Some of the scenes have effective visual 
impact, exploding on screen, but others are 
like hastily hurled Molotov cocktails with 
their wicks unignited. The decaying flesh of 
those who have failed in their quest for the 
Holy Grail symbolizes the fate of inadequate 
men who are compassionless, possessing a 
narrow concept of achievement. This scene 
is an integral part of the film, serving the 
thematic cohesiveness. Such scenes are 
essential in allowing the onlooker to share 


in his portrayal which is only reminiscent of 
acting, as his whole style is built around a 
shrug. 


‘Cannonball Run’ is an escapist piece. 
Apart from allowing the car-buffs to get a 
long look at their favourite exoticars in 
motion, it does nothing unexpected in its 
treatment of a transcontinental race. Be- 
cause of its undemanding nature the script 
is not robust and nobody has a good line as 
the whole cast is purely secondary to the 
only thing which sustains interest through- 
out: the cars, 

— STEFAN LIPOVICH 


CLASH OF THE TITANS: Stars 
Harry Hamlin, Sir Laurence Olivier. 
Directed by Desmond Davis. 

Pegasus, the winged Palimino, a fugitive 
after the capture of his clan, descends from 
the night sky every full moon to drink from 
an isolated pond in Ancient Greece, 


lt is on one such night that Pegasus is 
befriended and broken in by Perseus, un- 
witting son of Zeus, and hero of this legend, 
Clash of the Titans. Perseus then flies off 
into the sunrise astride Pegasus, embarking 
on a 30-day quest to save his betrothed, 
Andromeda, from the fate of sacrifice to the 
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the private vision of a filmmaker who is 
willing to share it with us. 

Boorman is not used to playing it by 
ear; he keeps glancing at the notes and see- 
ing they are wrong, revising them and hoping 
they are better. Somehow, with all the 
wrong notes he hits and part of the bass left 
out, he gets sounds that nobody has heard 
before. 

—STEFAN LIPOVICH 





dreaded submarine colossus, the Kraken. 


With a little bit of help from the gods, 
Perseus slays Medusa, (the Gorgon), from 
whom one look can kill — she turns living 
things into stone. Perseus also survives 
encounters with giant scorpions, his arch- 
rival, Calibos, and finally, the Kraken. 


For those with a childlike passion for 
surrealistic animation, fed by television 
re-runs of Jason and the Argonauts, Clash 
of the Titans is a pleasant two hours. 


Things which detract from the film are: 
the presence of commercial humour which 
sullies the grandeur of the legend, the 
slowness of either the direction, the script 
or the editing, or all three; and a certain 
predictability, especially obvious in the 
grand finale, where the hero’s rescue occurs 
at the last possible moment, and a cliff- 
hanger becomes a mild bore. 


Requisites for viewing the film are: an 
uncritical imagination, a childish obession 
with fantasy, and, most of all, a penchant 
for special effects. 


A sophisticated Disneyesque tale. 
— SHELLEY DEMPSEY 
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KARMA COLA — MARKETING THE 
MYSTIC EAST: Gita Mehta, Fontana 
($4.95). 

If young Western politicos felt 
deserted when the Beatles gave up 
‘the revolution’ for Indian mystic- 
ism, imagine how the move nonplus- 
sed the youth of India, 

Suddenly, millions of wild-eyed American 
kids who demonstably had everything des- 
irable, were saying that India had all the 
answers. 

As Gita Mehta puts it, ‘Well, talk about 
shabby tricks. We had been such patient 
wall flowers and suddenly the dance was 
over, Nobody wanted to shimmy. They all 
wanted to do the rope trick, 

‘So we tagged along with the Americans 
one more time. Not because of right thought, 
right speech, right action. But because of the 
rhythm section. Never before had the Void 
been pursued with such optimism and such 
razzle dazzle. Everyone suspected that what 
ever America wanted, America got. 

‘Why not Nirvana?’ 

As the youth of America and Europe 
donned peasant garb and looked for gurus 
in the subcontinent, Gita Mehta pursues 
them with alert, light, witty journalism 
explaining how the Indians saw the in- 
vasion, f 

The style is humourous, of the barbed 

, quip school. Gurus prove the existence of 
God by the fact that the word God is in 
the dictionary and the faithful give up 
thought in a colourful spectacle to the tune 
of cash changing hands. 

It’s not just the smug superiority of the 
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knowing insider, Ms Mehta looks at the 
differences in language and culture which 
led to the travesty of idealism which the 
Westem flirtation with mysticism largely 
became. 

Karma Cola is such a pleasant and easy 
book to read it’s a surprise when you dis- 
cover that you’ve had a painless discourse 
on the nature of religion or the perverse 
effects of imperialism or even the schizo- 
phrenic approach to sexuality in the guru 
system. 

There is of course room for a counter- 
polemic to Gita Mehta’s view of the market- 
ing of mysticism. But if you ever wonder 
what lay behind the incense and cheese- 
cloth phenomenon, then Karma Cola is 
highly recommended. 

— DAMIEN LEDWICH 








GREED: by Richard Hall, Pan ($4.95) 

The violence of international heroin 
business was revealed in the recent 
murder trial in Lancaster, England. 
In this book, the Sydney journalist 
Richard Hall traces the operations of 
a group known as ‘the Organisation’. 

At it’s peak, the Organisation was supply- 
ing nearly half of the heroin coming into 
Australia, all of the heroin entering New 
Zealand and about a third of the heroin 
entering Great Britain. 

Greed focuses on the career of the 
Organisation’s leader Terry Clark alias 
Alexander Sinclair, A small time criminal 
from New Zealand, Clark progressed from 
dealing in Buddha sticks to become the 
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principal in a 20 million dollar smuggling 
operation. 

Along with four of his colleagues, Clark 
was sentenced to life imprisonment for the 
murder of ‘Mr. Asia’, Martin Johnston, the 
Organisation’s man in Singapore. 


Hall makes some disturbing claims, not 
the least being that the corruption of some 
Australian drug officals was responsible for 
the execution of six people by Clark and 
his cohorts. 


However, the reader may became slightly 
confused by the peripheral cast of girt- 
friends, couriers, and miscellaneous char- 
acters of the drug underworld. 

Nonetheless, Hall’s account of the life 
and times of Terry Clark makes for fascin- 
ating reading. 

— IAIN ALEXANDER 


QUEENSLAND POLITICS IN 
QUOTES AND CARTOONS: by Pat 
Comben and Matt Mawson. 


‘Queensland Politics in Quotes and Car- 
toons’ contains numerous little political 
adages from the past to the present. Some 


AS YOU LIKE IT: William Shakes- 
peare, -Q. T.C. in Albert Park, until 
10 October, 

It would be difficult to choose a 
better play for Albert Park. Most of 
the action is set in a forest, some- 
where in France. 


The Queensland Theatre Company pro- 
duction, directed by John Tasker, made 
splendid use of the site especially two huge 
Moreton Bay Fig trees. A stage has been 
erected under them as spotlights were used 
most effectively. 

By employing a large cast, authentic 
costumes and an array of farm animals 
(some of which provided humourous inputs) 
the production worked. The weather was 
splendid and the audience responsive. 

This is an eccentric comedy. If it were 
not for the witty verbal contributions of 
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of them display a quick witted speaker with 
a cutting sense of humour. But unfortunate- 
ly the book fails to maintain a high standard 
in its selected quotations. This can hardly be 
the fault of the compiler as there are not 
many Queensland politicians who have 
achieved notoriety for their wit. 





Although only a few quotations are 
outstanding enough to be remembered, the 
book does provide light reading and has the 
ability to bring a slight smile to the reader. 

— NEIL KENZLER 





Jaques and Touchstone it would hardly 
be a comedy at all. David Clendinning as 
Jaques and Peter Kingston as Touchstone 
tried desperately to inject some exuberance 
and wit. Caro] Burns as Rosalind, the lead- 
ing female role, started well but seemed to 
fade in dramatic impact as the night pro- 
pressed. 


Orlando is the paradigmatic Elizabethan, 
love struck, frenziedly passionate youthful 
male role, Robert van Mackezenberg did it 
superbly. We even had Queensland’s local 
counter tenor, Andrew Dalton, singing in 
the role of Amiens. 


As one who is not usually enthused by 
the Queensland Theatre Company’s overall. 
approach, I admit to being delighted in this 
case. It’s a great night’s entertainment in a 
delicious setting. Maybe the City Council 
might consider turning that part of the Park 
into an amphitheatre so that more regular 


use of the site is facilitated? 


= JOHN DREW 
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BREAST FEEDING: Patrick Cook, 
University of Queensland Press, St. 
Lucia, 1981. ($4.95). 

Regular readers of the National 
Times must realize the contribution 
that Patrick Cook makes to that paper, 
Cook’s work gives the National Times 
its edge. Often his cartoons elevate 
otherwise mediocre articles, the com- 
ment gives them fuller meaning. 

All that and sick and twisted as 
well. 


Breast Feeding ... . one wonders if some 
f poor country mum will order one accident- 
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THE GENTLE ART OF CAT 
SURFING: Matt Mawson, University 
of Queensland Press, St. Lucia, 1981. 
($4.95). 

Regular readers of Semper must 
realise the contribution that Matt 
Mawson makes to this paper. Matt’s 
work gives Semper its edge. His 
cartoons elevate otherwise mediocre 
articles, the comment gives them 
fuller meaning. 

All that and sick and twisted as 
well. 


I first saw Matt’s cartoons when he be- 
gan contributing to Triple Zed’s Radio 
Times. I couldn’t understand how he had the 
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ally .. . . Breast Feeding is a pastiche of 


Cook’s work taken, in part, from the Nation- 


al Times. The publisher assures that some of 
the material is original. All is suitably 
familiar, 


patience to draw all those perfectly placed 
little dots. 

Five years later, I still don’t understand 
how he has the patience or time to draw 
all those perfectly placed little dots, al- 
though: letraset helps. 

Unlike Patrick Cook, Matt draws beauti- 
fully and meticulously to illustrate his 
equally warped ideas. His cartoons are sub- 
lime, they satisfy on every level. 

About here, it should be explained that 
The Gentle Art of Cat Surfing is Matt 
Mawson’s first book. Originally compiled 
with the intention to self-publish, Matt 
showed it to UQ Press who understand- 
ably snapped it up. 

In Cat Surfing, the cartoons cover a vast 
range of concepts and motifs. A steady 


From the Arab confronting wine with ‘So, 
Ben Ean, we meet again’ to ‘Happy as a pig 
in a vegetarian restaurant’, Cook pushes 
us through some favourite territory. Polit- 
ical and social atrocities give way to the 
evergreen koalas, and his humour almost 


_ always works. 


As a cartoonist, Cook is an interesting 
phenomenon because, let’s face it, he does- 
n't draw very well. His koalas look like his 
rabbits with fat ears, and his characters have 
two expressions, mournful or malice. All the 
more reason to stand in awe at the depth 
of his wit and humour. 

Cook’s cartoons are just one aspect of 
his comedy; the short hand, visual facet. 


...and twisted as well 


Ifo Poy Matt Mazoor 


interest in popular culture and the horrors 
of modern life are balanced by perverse 


whimsy. 


Most of the material has been published 
in one or other of Brisbane’s past or present 








His regular column, ‘Not the News’ is con- 
sistently an hilarious and biting comment 
on the news of the day. Only the names are 
changed to protect the innocent and pre- 
sumably, Patrick Cook. Who else would call 
Neville Wran, Simon Bolivar and Fred Nile, 


the Reverend Trevor Plastic Raincoat. 
Cook also performs for Sydney radio, 
gradually conquering all frontiers, it seems. 
But back to Breast Feeding. It’s good, 
very good. The beginning seems slow, but 
be drawn in, enter Cook’s warped view of 
the world. { was laughing loudly by the end. 
— ANNE JONES 











alternative publications, of which Matt 
Mawson has often been a mainstay. But 
you'd have to be a very consistant and avid 
reader of those ratbag publications to 
recognise more than half of the cartoons in 
Cat Surfing. 

Despite that, many old favourites are 
included, for instance, ‘1001 Things To 
Do While Stoned’ appears under a new 
title, and even the Phantoad glares out on 
the world, 

The Gentle Art of Cat Surfing is an 
excellent selection of work by one of 
Australia’s best but least recognised 
cartoonists. 

— ANNE JONES 
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